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Then Jacob instructed [his sons], saying to them, “I am about to be gathered to 
my kin. Bury me with my fathers in the cave which is in the field of Ephron the 
Hittite, the cave which is in the field of Machpelah, facing Mamre, in the land of 
Canaan, the field that Abraham bought from Ephron the Hittite for a burial site—
there Abraham and his wife Sarah were buried; there Isaac and his wife Rebekah 
were buried; and there I buried Leah—the field and the cave in it, bought from 
the Hittites.” – Gen. 49:29-32 
 

Leah’s Life in the Midrash 
 
Another six years passed, and Rebekah received the joyful news that her sister-in-
law Adina, the wife of Laban, who, like all the women of his house, had been 
childless until then, had given birth to twin daughters, Leah and Rachel. 
Laban…and Rebekah, his sister, who had two sons, had agreed by letter while 
their children were still young, that the older son of the one was to marry the 
older daughter of the other, and the younger son the younger daughter.    
         The Book of Legends  
 

AND LEAH’S EYES WERE תוכר  [also means soft or tender] She thought that her 
fate would be with Esau, so she would cry. Everyone would say: Rebekah has two 
sons, and Lavan has two daughters! The older daughter was [destined to marry] 
the older [son] and the younger [daughter] was [destined to marry] the younger 
[son].         - Rashi (11 century France) 
 
GOD SAW THAT LEAH WAS HATED …that Leah behaved in the manner of the 
“hated”, since she was supposed to marry “the hater” (Esau)…Therefore Leah 



cried and said: “May it be your will, God, that I do not become the possession of 
an evildoer.” Rav. Huna said: Prayer is a strong force, that it annulled the decree, 
and not only that, but that it made her come before her sister for marriage. 
Because of this, everyone would mock her: The unemployed people mocked her, 
the travelers mocked her, and even the ladies behind their backs mocked her, 
saying, “This Leah, her inside is not like her outside; she appears righteous but is 
not really righteous. For if she were righteous, she would not have cheated her 
sister, and would have let her marry first.”    - Genesis Rabbah 
 
GOD SAW THAT LEAH WAS HATED Jacob did not hate her, he loved her! 
However, because he loved Rachel more, Leah was called hated in comparison.   

    - Radak, late 12 cent. France 
 
During Rachel’s lifetime, her bed had always stood in the tent of Jacob. After her 
death, Jacob ordered the bed of Rachel’s handmaid Bilhah to be carried in. 
Reuben (the eldest of Leah and Jacob’s sons) grew very upset, and exclaimed, “Is 
it not enough that my mother was jealous of her sister in her lifetime; even after 
her death must she be jealous of her handmaiden?” He went and put his mother 
Leah’s bed in Jacob’s tent, instead of Bilhah’s.  - Book of Legends 
  
Rabbi Hanina in the name of Rabbi Shmuel son of Rabbi Yitzchak said: When 
Jacob our Ancestor saw matters, that Leah had “cheated” her sister, he made up 
his mind to divorce her, but when she was blessed with children, he said: “To the 
mother of these I am divorcing?” And in the end he admitted he was wrong, and 
that is the meaning of the verse: (Genesis 47) “And Israel bowed low at the head 
of the bed,” – in that the head of the bed is a euphemism for Leah, as she was the 
first one of his conjugal bed, and thus the “head” of his wives.  Genesis Rabba 71:1 
 
 
 


