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Rache l /  לֵחָר      Heb: ewe (female sheep) 
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Mandrake plant 
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Thus said Adonai: A cry is heard in Ramah— Wailing, bitter weeping— 
Rachel weeping for her children. She refuses to be comforted for her 
children, who are gone. Thus said the LORD: Restrain your voice from 
weeping, Your eyes from shedding tears; For there is a reward for your 
labor —declares the LORD: They shall return from the enemy’s land. And 
there is hope for your future —declares the LORD: Your children shall 
return to their country. ( Jeremiah 31:15-17) 
 

Rachel: Classical Midrash 
 
Jacob began to serve for a wife for seven years. He made a banquet and 
rejoicing for seven days, and married Rachel, as it is said, “Fulfil the week of 
this one.”  All the men of the place were gathered together to show loving-
kindness to our father Jacob, as it is said, "And Laban gathered together all 
the men of the place, and made a feast. (Pirkei de Rabbi Eliezer 36:8)  
 
RACHEL WAS הרקע  (usually translated as “barren”) Rabbi Yitzchak said, 
“Rachel was the chief of the house, as says “ikar” – the central guiding force. 
Rabbi Abba bar Kahana said, “The majority of those who dined at Jaco’s 
table were Leah’s children, but Rachel was ‘ikara”  - the principal. (Gen 
Rabba 71:2) 
 
AND GOD REMEMBERED RACHEL (Gen. 30:22). May it please our master 
to teach us the blessing that is recited upon observing a handsome person? 
Thus do our masters teach us: Upon observing beautiful creatures or lovely 
trees, one should recite the blessing: “Blessed be the One who hath made 
this possible in God’s world.” No one was more beautiful than Rachel, and 
because she was beautiful, Jacob was eager to marry her. He sent Rachel 
many gifts, but Laban gave them to Leah instead. Yet she remained 
silent….Why did she remain silent? R. Shimon bar Yohai was of the opinion 
that she said to herself: If I should inform Jacob that my father will not 
betroth me to him, and I will be separated forever from this righteous 
person….The Holy One, blessed be God, said: Be assured, in reward for 
your silence I will remember you, as it is said: “And God remembered 
Rachel.”      (Midrash Tanchuma) 
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AND RACHEL STOLE THE IDOLS Yet her purpose was indeed a noble one, 
for she said: “What? Shall we go and leave this old man (Lavan) in his 
errors? Therefore Scripture finds it necessary to inform us that Rachel stole 
the teraphim that were Lavan’s.    (Genesis Rabba 74:5) 

AND RACHEL STOLE THE IDOLS/TERAPHIM Why were they 
called teraphim? Because they were the product of lewdness (ma'ase toref), 
of impurity. How did they make them? They would take a first-born person, 
slaughter him and salt him with salts and herbs, and write on a golden 
frontlet the name of a spirit of impurity, and place the frontlet with spells 
under his tongue, and place him in the wall and kindle lights before him 
and bow down to him, and he would speak to them in a whisper. As 
Scripture says, "For the teraphim spoke delusion." Therefore Rachel stole 
them, so that they should not tell Laban that Jacob had fled, and not only 
that, but also to remove idolatrous worship from her father's house. Now 
Jacob knew nothing of all this, and he said: Anyone who has stolen thy 
Teraphim shall die before his proper time; and the utterance of a righteous 
person is like the speech from the mouth of an angel, and (Rachel) bare and 
died, as it is said, "And it came to pass, as her soul was in departing, for she 
died.”          (Midrash Tanchuma Vayetze, Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer) 

Rachel jumped in before God and said: “Master of the Universe! it is known 
before You that Your servant Jacob’s love for me knew no bounds, and he 
worked for my father for seven years for me. When those seven years were 
completed and the time came for my marriage to my husband, my father 
advised exchanging me with my sister. This was exceedingly difficult for me, 
when I learned of this counsel. I informed Jacob, and I gave him a sign so 
that he could distinguish between me and my sister, so that my father 
would not be able to exchange me. After that I consoled myself, I suffered 
[to overcome] my desire and had compassion for my sister that she not 
suffer disgrace, and I gave her all the signs that I had given to my husband, 
so that he would think that she was Rachel.  
This was not all! I went under the bed where Jacob lay with my sister: he 
would speak with her, and I responded every time, while she remained 
silent, so that he would not recognize her voice. I acted kindly with her, I 
was not jealous of her, and I did not cause her to be shamed and disgraced.  
What am I, flesh and blood, dust and ashes, that I was not jealous of my 
rival wife, and that I did not allow her to be shamed and disgraced, but You, 
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merciful living and eternal Ruler, why were You jealous of idolatry that is of 
no import, and exiled my children who were slain by the sword, and 
allowed their enemies to do with them as they pleased?” God’s mercy was 
immediately revealed, and God said: “For your sake, Rachel, I shall return 
Israel to their place—for there is a reward for your labor […]. And there is 
hope for your future—declares the Lord: Your children shall return to their 
country”        (Gen. Rabbah 70:12) 

Rabbi Yehoshua disagrees and says: On Rosh HaShana Sarah, Rachel, and 
Hannah were remembered by God and conceived sons; on Rosh HaShana 
Joseph came out from prison; on Rosh HaShana our forefathers’ slavery in 
Egypt ceased; in Nisan the Jewish people were redeemed from Egypt; and in 
Nisan in the future the Jewish people will be redeemed in the final 
redemption.      (Talmud: Rosh Hashana 10b) 

Rachel: Contemporary Midrash 



Soul Sisters Class  hazzandulkin@adath.net  8 

Wendy Zierler  And Rachel Stole The Idols: The Emergence of Modern 
Hebrew Women's Writing (2004) 
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Rachel’s premature death has great consequences for Jacob’s family. She is 
not there to guide her young Joseph as the children grow up, or to mediate 
between him and his brothers. Leah does not fill Sarah’s or Rivka’s position 
in the family. Either she is too mush managing a household with thirteen 
children, or she also dies at some point. Without Rachel’s presence, Jacob 
cannot ensure their transition to the next generation. As the stories of 
Genesis show, nobody orchestrates their marital contracts, and the stresses 
between Jacob and his grown sons and among the brothers threaten to 
destroy the family. When nobody rocks the cradle, nobody rules the world. 

 
Tikva Frymer-Kensky, Reading the Women of the Bible (2002) 

 

     Zemer Nugeh הגונ רמז

Rachel Blawstein (1889-1931) 
Can you hear my voice, far-away one of mine? 

Can you hear my voice, wherever you are? 
A strong voice, praying silently 
Over time, sending a blessing. 

 
This world is big, with many roads, 

We meet for a moment, and separate forever. 
A person tries, but their legs fail them. 

They will never find what has been lost. 
 

My final days draw near,  
Near too, the day of tearful goodbyes. 

I will wait for you until the end of my life, 
As [the Biblical] Rachel waited for her love.  

 

 ילש יקוחר ,ילוק עמשתה
 ךנה רשאב ,ילוק עמשתה

 ימדב הכוב לוק ,זועב ארוק לוק
 הכרב הווצמ ןמזל לעמו

 
 בר הב םיכרדו הבר וז לבת
 דעל תודרפנ ,קדל תושגפנ

 וילגר תולשוכ ךא ,םדא שקבמ
 דבא רשא תא אוצמל לכוי אל

 
 ילוא בורק רבכ ימי ןורחא

 הדירפ תועמד לש םויה בורק רבכ
 ייח ובכי דע ךל הכחא

 הדודל לחר תוכחכ
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Rachel Begs God for Children 

Michelangelo Buonarroti, 1475-1564)  
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Rachel Hides Her Father's Household Gods from The Bible 

Mark Chagall, 1956 


