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Miriam in the Torah: First look 

 
Questions to consider: 

1. What details of this story are included, and what is left out?  
2. The above passage is used as prooftext for why Miriam is 

called a prophetess later in the Torah. Why do you think this 
is the case?  
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Miriam in the Torah: Singing at the Sea 

 
Questions to consider: 

1. What details of this story are included, and what is left out? 
2. Miriam is now a leader of the people. What qualities are 

evident? 
3. What is the difference between Moses and Miriam’s songs? 
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Miriam in the Torah: Mistakes were Made 

Questions to Consider: 
1. What details are provided and what is omitted?  
2. Does Miriam’s punishment fit her crime? Why or why not? 
3. What is the response to Miriam’s illness from her family and 

the community, and what does this response tell us about 
Miriam herself? 
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Miriam in the Torah: Death in the desert 

 
 
 
 
Questions to Consider: 

1. What details are provided and what is omitted?  
2. According to the text, what is Miriam’s legacy? 
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Group 3 

 
(1) The Israelites arrived as a congregation at the wilderness of Zin 
on the first new moon, and the people stayed at Kadesh. Miriam 
died there and was buried there. (2) And there was no water for the 
congregation; and they assembled themselves together against 
Moses and against Aaron. (3) And the people argued with Moses 
and spoke, saying: 'Would that we had perished when our people 
perished before Adonai! (4)Why have you brought the assembly 
of Adonai into this wilderness, to die there, we and our cattle? (5) 
Why have you made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring us in 
unto this terrible place?  It has no grain or figs, grapevines or 
pomegranates. And there is no water to drink!” (6) And Moses 
and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto the door 
of the tent of meeting, and fell upon their faces; and the glory of 
the LORD appeared unto them. (Numbers 20:1-6) 
 
 
 
Questions to Consider: 
1. According to the text, what is Miriam’s legacy after her death? 

2. What in this narrative is spelled out for us? What is less clear? 
3. You are Miriam, looking at her people from the next world, in 

this moment. What is going through your mind? 

4. Midrash alert! there is a thematic disconnect between the 

content of verse 1 and the rest of the passage. Fill in the “back 

story” between verses 1 and 2.  
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 Companion Midrash: First Look 

-Mechilta d’Rabbi Ishmael  
 

Companion Midrash: Singing at the Sea 
 

-Mechilta d’Rabbi Ishmael  
 
Companion Midrash: Mistakes were Made 
 

Why does Scripture state explicitly of [the punishment of] Miriam, but by 
intimation regarding Aaron?  Since she was the one who began [the 
conversation]. To what can this be compared? To two people who were 
walking past a vineyard. One of them went into the vineyard and gathered 
grapes, ate some, and gave his friend to eat. When the owner of the vineyard 
came, he only caught the one who was in his vineyard. Thus with Aaron and 
Miriam: they both spoke, and both were smitten, but Scripture is explicit only 
about Miriam, as it says, “there was Miriam stricken with snow-white scales,” 
because she was the one who started it.   -Sifre Zuta 12:9-10 
 
Moses drew a small circle, and stood inside it, and beseeched mercy on 
[Miriam], saying, “I will not move from here until Miriam my sister is healed,” 
as it is written, “Please God, please heal her.”            -Avot de Rabbi Natan 9 
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Miriam Midrash 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Mishna Avot 5:6 
 
Ten things were created at twilight of Shabbat eve. These are: the mouth of 

the earth [that swallowed Korach]; the mouth of [Miriam's] well; the mouth 

of [Balaam's] donkey; the rainbow; the manna; [Moses'] staff; the shamir1; the 

writing, the inscription and the tablets [of the Ten Commandments]. Some 

say also the burial place of Moses and the ram of our father Abraham. 

 

 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1!Shamir!–a!magical!worm,!central!to!midrashic!understanding!of!how!Solomon!built!the!
first!temple!without!iron!tools..!!The!Shamir!possessed!the!ability!to!cut!through!rock!or!
diamond,!and!was!brought!from!paradise!by!an!eagle!to!King!Solomon.!!
!
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Companion Midrashim: Death in the Desert 
 
Ten things were created at twilight of the first Shabbat 
eve. These are: the mouth of the earth [that swallowed 
Korach]; the mouth of [Miriam’s] well; the mouth of 
[Balaam’s] donkey; the rainbow; the manna; [Moses’] 
staff, the shamir; the writing, the inscriptions and the 
tablets [of the Ten Commandments]. Some also say the 
burial place of Moses and the ram of our father Abraham. 
 
       -Mishna, Avot 5:6 
 
Shamir = a magical worm, central to midrashic understanding of 
how King Solomon built the first temple without using iron tools. 
The Shamir, brought from paradise by an eagle to King Solomon, 
possessed the ability to cut through rock or diamond. 

 
f 

 

In the Talmud, the Rabbis discuss the significance of the “three 
shoots” on the grapevine that appears in the wine steward’s dream 
(from the story of Joseph in jail.) What do these three shoots 
represent? There are many opinions, but Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi 
explains that the shoots allude to three specific gifts that God has 
given to our people:  
 
R. Yehoshua b. Levi said, “the vine itself represents Torah. 
The “three shoots” represent [Miriam’s] well, the cloud of 
glory [that followed the children of Israel through the 
desert] and the manna.    

-BT Hullin 92a 
 


