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הרָוֹבדְּ  / Devorah 
Prophetess beneath the Palm 
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Classical Midrash 
          -Midrash on Psalms 
 

 
The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree, and grow mighty like a cedar in Lebanon. 
Planted in the house of Adonai, they flourish in the courts of our God. (Psalm 92)  
 

There are two kinds of tzadikim (righteous people). The cedar represents the first type of 
tzaddik: a strong tall tree but which bears no fruit. The date palm represents the second 
type of tzaddik: a tree that is both tall and strong: and also bears fruit in abundance. 

      (Ba’al Shem Tov) 
 

דיפִּלַ  - Torch 
הרָוֹבדְּ  -  Bee 

 
When God, who tests people’s innermost thoughts, saw 

Devorah’s actions, God told her:  
“Devorah, you intended to increase My light; I, too, shall 

increase your light in Judah and in Jerusalem.” 
 

(Seder Eliyahu Rabbah; 10th century) 
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Contemporary Midrash 
 
Devorah’s song  

 
CHORUS: 
Arise, arise Devorah 
Arise, arise and sing a song 
Arise arise, Devorah 
Uri, uri dabri shir  

 
Devorah the prophet was a judge in Israel 
She sat beneath her palm tree on a hill 
And people came from everywhere 
Just to hear her judgments honest and fair 
Devorah the prophet, Devorah a mother in Israel. (Chorus) 
 
Devorah the prophet was courageous strong and wise 
Her people lived in peace for forty years 
The twelve tribes lived together as one 
For the first time since the world had begun 
Devorah the prophet, Devorah a mother in Israel (Chorus) 
 

BRIDGE: 
Arise, Devorah, arise and sing a song 
Arise, Devorah, uri uri dabri shir 

 
Devorah the prophet, a woman of fire, her torch in hand 
She led the Israelites to victory 
Barak said, “Devorah, I cannot fight 
Unless you are standing right by my side!” 
Devorah the prophet, Devorah a mother in Israel (Chorus) 
 
(Debbie Friedman) 
 
 


