HOPE IN THE TIME OF PANDEMIC:
AN INTERFAITH CONVERSATION

Sponsored by the Sandra & Irwin Mandel Fund
Adath Jeshurun Congregation



Hope in Christian Texts and Traditions
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* Paul, apostle to the
Gentiles




Richard Neave, BBC’s ”"Son of God” 2001

Warner Sallmen, 1892-1968




...one Jesus

Four gospels... ™
Book of Kells,
9th Century



Janet
McKenzie




What happens when hope comes as a person?
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Who do people say that | am?

* Elijah
* John the Baptist

* One of the prophets




When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him, He unrolled the scroll and

found the place where it was written:
‘The spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives

and recovery of sight to the blind,

to let the oppressed go free,

and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour’

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them,

‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:16-21,
NRSV)



Isaiah’s checklist....

* Spirit of the Lord is upon him
* Anointed, baptized in the Jordan
* Recovery of sight to the blind

* Good news to the poor

* Release of captives.......?



When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
‘Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?’

And he said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.’

Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’
A second time he said to him, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love me?’

He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.

Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.

He said to him a third time, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love me?’
Peter felt hurt because he said to him a third time, ‘Do you love me?’
And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that | love

’

you.
Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep.” (John 21:15-17, NRSV)



Paul, apostle to the
Gentiles

Caravaggio, Conversion of St. Paul,
1601

Marks of mystery cults:

e U-shaped biography: comes down, goes up
e Rite of initiation

e Sacred meal




Rite of initiation....

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death?

Therefore, we have been buried with him by baptism into death,

so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of God
the Father,

so we too might walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:3-4, NRSV)



Sacred meal....

‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’
In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying,
'This cup is the new covenant in my blood.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
(1 Corinthians 11:23-26)



Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ through whom we have obtained access
to this grace in which we stand;

and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.
And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings,

knowing that suffering produces endurance,

and endurance produces character,

and character produces hope,

and hope does not disappoint us, '
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts |
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

(Romans 5:1-5)




When | was a child,
| spoke like a child, | thought like a child, | reasoned like a child;
When | became an adult,
| put an end to childish ways.
For now we see in a mirror, dimly,
but then we shall see face to face.
Now | know only in part;

then | will know fully, even as | have been fully known. // o/
And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three;
and the greatest of these is love. (| Corinthians 13:11-13)

.... Christ in you, the hope of glory. (Colossians 1:27)



What happens to you
when hope comes to
VOu as a person?
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HOPE DNMVINN T

PROSPECT/OUTLOOK PIPOIN WT
DON'T DESPAIR YN DY) Y OMN
HOLD ONTO FAITH NMNN (ONN) AND
HOLD ON, KEEP YOURSELF TOGETHER TV OIND

DON'T SAY, EVER, THAT YOU'RE WALKING THE FINAL PATH
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Hirsch Glick
Vilna, Lithuania

Nahalat Yitzhak Cemetery (Givatayim) 7NX' N7N1 '"M7yn N2




Jewish Partisans Memorial in Bat Yam [with the opening lyrics by Hirsch Glick in Hebrew & Yiddish]



Paul Robeson Chava Alberstein



Tikvah -- DN
Tohelet -- n7NIN



IMNIY VN7 AYm IR INM AT IR ID
Show me Your way, O LORD, and lead me on a level path because of my
watchful foes.
10NN N2 IPYTITY "7 1D 1Y WA MINNTIN
Do not subject me to the will of my foes, for false witnesses and unjust
accusers have appeared against me.
‘D0 YN NiNT2103 NIKY7 'RIRD K7
Had | not the assurance that | would enjoy the goodness of the LORD in the
land of the living...
ININTIR Dl 37 YR PT0 NN iR
Look to the LORD; be strong and of good courage! O look to the LORD!

Psalms 27:11-14



1227 'WNin pn1 'mAT QY n
My days are done, my tendons severed, the strings of my heart severed.
AYNTI9N 2 VIR DY DYy N7,
They say that night is day, that light is here—in the face of darkness.
X! TR YNNI ' 7IKY MK DN
If | must look forward to Sheol as my home, and make my bed in the dark place,
QY7 NNRC AN DX AR DK NDYY
| will say to the Pit, “You are my father,” to the maggots, “Mother,” “Sister” —
NIWYL ) NN NIN I9X DX
Where, then, is my hope? Who can see hope for me?
NN 12V77Y TN DX NMITAN 7RY T2
Will it descend to Sheol? Must we, together, go down to the dust?

Job 17:11-16



NN QRN YL IR 7722 109 NN AN NN DTINN

Finally, Job cried out: God damn the day | was born!

122 NN MY D201 TN DIt TN
And the night that forced me from the womb.

Job 3:1-3
Translation by Stephen Mitchell



NINM "AYDIMNI MY TAX M0K]
| thought my strength and hope had perished before Adonai.
UL M7 TR YT
To recall my distress and my misery was wormwood and poison;
2¢j9) "2y [niYyni] N'wNIIDTRA NDT
Whenever | thought of them, | was bowed low.
SNIN P77V 27778 Q'YX NINT,
But this do I call to mind, therefore | have hope:
'Y 1227N7 12 1NN TRT 12 NI TToN
The kindness of Adonai has not ended, God’s mercies are not spent.
ANMNN N2 DMRA7 DYTN
They are renewed every morning— ample is Your grace!
7 IR 77V 991 NONX NI N
“Adonai is my portion,” | say with full heart; Therefore will | have hope.
HIYTR W)LY 177 NIt 20y
Adonai is good to those who hope, to the one who seeks out God;
NN NYIYNY 0411770 QY
It is good to wait patiently till rescue comes from Adonai.

Lamentations 3:18-26



|

WX T T M2 And so we put our hope in You, Adonai our God,
T PIXONI TNIR MY g0 see your power revealed in its beauty,
P27 A2 D208 FIT 1R DA% 13N erasing that which is wicked, that which is false.
) T M3703 07V (207 To restore Creation under Your nurturing rule;
TRWI WY WI N3 that all life be able to call upon You,
VYT 93 T OST?  and even the evil will return to the light.
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As long as in the heart within,

The Jewish soul yearns,

And toward the eastern edges, onward,
An eye gazes toward Zion.

Our hope is not yet lost,

The hope that is two-thousand years old,
To be a free nation in our land,

The Land of Zion, Jerusalem.

Kol od balevav penimabh,

Nefesh yehudi homiyah,

Ulefa-atei mizrach, kadimah,

Ayin letziyon tsofiyah.

Od lo avdah tikvateinu
Hatikva bat shnot alpayim,
Lihyot am chofshi be-artzeiny,

Eretz tzion, virushalayim.
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Zubin Mehta & the Israel Philharmonic at Carnegie Hall



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9EOxnSC8A0Y&list=RD9EOxnSC8A0Y&start_radio=1&t=102

Naftali Herz Imber

Petah Tikvah 1878



Hatikvah (with its original words)

Title page of Naftali Herz Imber's Barkai
(Jerusalem 1886)




Smetana The Moldau

Carul cu boi Wagon & Oxen



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcDzRjMIDvo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mXTBRR0QTDo

:0'N70N2 120N 'Y NQ'YTNIN NIN' Q1Y NIZYRAN Y'Y
A song of ascents. When the LORD restores the fortunes of Zion —we see it as in a
dream—

N7NTOY NiIWY7 Nind 7720 0t NN T N2 1Y 9 pin Ngn T
our mouths shall be filled with laughter, our tongues, with songs of joy. Then shall
they say among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them!”

D'NNY 12'0 QY NIYY7 ANt 7
Adonai will do great things for us and we shall rejoice.
22222 D'7'OKXD [1IN'AY] NNIYW DX NIN' NQIY
Restore our fortunes, Adonai, like watercourses in the Negeb.
I¥P NI NYRTA DY
They who sow in tears shall reap with songs of joy.
I'MAZY KU NI RIQITNRL VITDTIWN KW N0 1R R0
Though he goes along weeping, carrying the seed-bag, he shall come back with songs
of joy, carrying his sheaves.

Psalm 126



Ehe New ork Times THE TIMES OF ISRAEL

MEMO FROM ISRAEL

Anger and Compassion for Arab
Justice Who Stays Silent During
Zionist Hymn

Netanyahu blasts Hebrew U
over report it nixed Hatikvah
to avoid offending Arab
students

Responding to censure, Jerusalem institution says graduation ceremony
has followed same format for years, and that anthem is always aired at
the state ceremonies it holds

g et 00000

Justice Salim Joubran, a Christian Arab, standing with hands folded in the center of the second row, set
off a controversy by not singing Israel’s national anthem, "Hatikva," at a ceremony. Israeli
Government/European Pressphoto Agency

By Ethan Bronner

March 4, 2012 f v ~» I]
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On the Day My Daughter Was Born nivYvy nuy-unn
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WX INRY D 7Y W NAR] 97 PV W WY, DPTAD Alois )
0P TR0 CIRNAN DI 0Y MR AT PRy it e Mishkan HaNefesh
On the day my daughter was born no one Ty Machzor for the Days Of Awe
in the hospital died. So at the gate Aliyah 7
asign was posted: “Kohanim may enter today.” nhy Volume 2
And it was the longest day of the year. Allyah 8
So great was my joy that "0 Yy
off [ went with my good friend to the hills of Shaar HaGai. A”’":g
A by
We saw a bare and sickly pine tree covered only with countless cones. Aliyoh 1o
And Zvi said that trees on the verge of death yield more pine cones than NN Y
the living. And I said to him: that wasa poem — and you did not know it. Aliyah
Although you are a man of the exact sciences, you made a poem. And he re- am iy
sponded: And you, although you are a man of dreams — you made an exact Allyah 2
little girl with all the exact machinery for her life. iy
Aliyah 13
T MDY
AN NADR 221N Y010, AR T1N2 Aliyah 14
Baruch atah, Adonai, hanotei-a b'tocheinu ahavah v'tikvah. e by
Blessed are You, Eternal Presence, Allyoh 15

who implants within us love and hope for the future.

ON THE DAY MY DAUGHTER WAS BORN. By Yehuda Amichai (1924-2000).

KOHANIM MAY ENTER TODAY. Descendants of the ancient priests are forbidden by laws of rit-
ual purity to be near the dead. In this poem about life and death, the poet “receives a sign,” which
leads to a moment of illumination: this is a day of pure, unrestrained joy, hope, and holiness,

SHAAR HAGAL. Literally, "Gate of the Valley,” a forested area near Jerusalem,
B
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A Kohen is forbidden to enter beneath an overshadowed space even if it
is very large, and is even forbidden to enter into an adjoining house.

Shulchan Arukh, Yoreh De'ah 371
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B’nai Barak Beit Din

IMPORTANT NOTICE
for Kohanim

Please take note that beginning
at 5:00 AM on Tishrei 30 until
Heshvan 15, 5777 all flights
leaving Ben Gurion airport to
all destinations will pass over
the Holon Cemetery. Kohanim
wishing to travel on these
dates should plan on flying
from the Haifa airport to
Cyprus [in order to connect to
other destination outside of
Israel].



at Sha’ar Hagay

I

Judaean Hills west of Jerusalem



Alongside the road ascending to Jerusalem, at Sha’ar HaGay



Yehudah Amichai (1924-2000) Zvi Sachs (1936-2007) Emanuella Amichai (b. 1978)
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On the day my daughter was born

On the day my daughter was born no one died
in the hospital and at the entrance was
written: "Today the Cohanim may enter.”

This was on the longest day of the year.
Out of great joy
| went with my friend to the hills of Sha’ar

Hagay.

We saw a sick, bare pine tree covered only
with countless pine cones. Zvi said that trees
about to die bear more cones than the vital
ones. | said to him: That was a poem and you
didn’t even realize it. Even though you are a
man of exact sciences you made a poem. He
replied: And even though you are a man of
dreams, you made a precise little girl with all
the precise instruments for her life.

Yehudah Amichai
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On the day my daughter was born no one died

On the day my daughter was born no one died
in the hospital and at the entrance was
written: "Today the Cohanim may enter.”

This was on the longest day of the year.
Out of great joy
| went with my friend to the hills of Sha’ar

Hagay.

We saw a sick, bare pine tree covered only
with countless pine cones. Zvi said that trees
about to die bear more cones than the vital
ones. | said to him: That was a poem and you
didn't even realize it. Even though you are a
man of exact sciences you made a poem. He
replied: And even though you are a man of
dreams, you made a precise little girl with all
the precise instruments for her life.

What are we to make of the poet’s wanting togo to a
“cemetery” to mark his child’s birth?

What is that conversation between Yehudah and Zvi all
about?

Of what importance is it that that conversation is said to
have unfolded standing at Sha’ar Hagay, where they
spotted a dying tree loaded with pine cones?

Or that the poet’s wife gave birth to a Bat Zekunim, a
daughter of his old age (as the Torah would have spoken of
her) on the longest day of the year? On a day when there
had been no deaths....in the hospital?

Or that the poet identifies the scientist as the real artist,
and the scientist sees his poet friend as the genuine
“mechanical engineer?”

Most importantly, why might have the editors of Mishkan
HaNefesh, the new Reform machzor, selected this poem,
celebrating an intensely intimate moment in its author’s
life, as a “prayer” for hope?

MPD 1208 122103 Ypian,» nmx T3

Baruch atah, Adonai, hanotei-a b’tocheinu ahavah v'tikvah.

Blessed are You, Eternal Presence,
who implants within us love and hope for the future.



