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Friday, January 22  
 

6:00 PM   Friday Night Live with the Adath Choir  
 
 

 

Saturday, January 23  
 

9 - 10 AM   On Being the Children of Yitzchak:  Reading Jewish Life   
    through Tears or Laughter - Which Is Healthier? with   
    Rabbi Barry Cytron  
 

9:30 AM - 12:15 PM  Jewish Joke Central in the Coffeehouse - come in for   
    Starbucks and a laugh!  
 

9:30 - 10:15 AM   The Sacred Pleasures of  Clowning with Gary Masler (aka Silly)   
                                           and friends  
 

10:30 - 11:15 AM  Gimel Family Service with Rabbi Yonatan Sadoff and Laurie Herstig  
 

10:30 - 11:15 AM  Humor in the Bible? with Minneapolis Talmud Torah students  
 

10:30 - 11:15 AM  Jewish Humor:  Witty and Gentle with Jerry Siegel  
 

10:30 - 11:15 AM   Informal Torah Discussion with Steve Lear  
 

11:30 AM - 12:15 PM Shabbat Sha -rades!  Skits, Charades and Impromptu Silliness  
                                           with Rick Siedband  
 

12:15 PM   Kiddush: Come and enjoy food and more fun in the Social Hall  

Lighten Up!   
Synaplex Celebrates  
Jewish Humor & Fun  

January 22 -23 
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A D A T H  A T  1 2 5  S C H E D U L E   
O F  S E R V I C E S  

Shabbat Vayehi  
January 1 -2 
Friday Evening Service            6:00 PM  
Shabbat Morning Service         9:30 AM 
Shabbat Mincha                       4:15 PM 
 

Shabbat Shemot  
January 8 -9 
Womenôs League Shabbat 
Friday Evening Service            6:00 PM   
Shabbat Morning Service         9:30 AM 
Yona Cooperman Bar Mitzvah 
SMP 
Havaya Kôtana 10:00 AM 
Shabbat Mincha 4:15 PM 

 

Shabbat Vaera  
January 15 -16 
Carlebach Service                    6:00 PM  
Noahôs Ark Service                   6:30 PM  
Shabbat Morning Service         9:30 AM 
Danielle Fogelson Bat Mitzvah 
Shabbat Mincha         4:30 PM 

Talia Lazar Bat Mitzvah 
 

Shabbat Bo  
January 22 -23 
Synaplex Shabbat  
(for full schedule, see page 1) 
Friday Night Live  
with the Adath Choir                 6:00 PM  
Shabbat Morning Service         9:30 AM 
Simon Parish Bar Mitzvah 
SMP 
Havaya Kôtana 10:00 AM 
Gimel Family Service             10:30 AM 
Shabbat Mincha 4:30 PM 
Rachel Abraham Bat Mitzvah 
 
Shabbat Beshalach/Tu BôShevat 
January 29 -30 
Friday Evening Service            6:00 PM  
Shabbat Morning Service         9:30 AM 
Shabbat Mincha 4:45 PM 

  January 1               4:25  PM 
  January 8               4:32  PM 
  January 15             4:40  PM 
  January 22             4:49 PM 
  January 29             4:59 PM 

Weekdays              7:20 AM 
                               5:45 PM 
 
Sundays                 9:30 AM   
                               5:45 PM 

125 YEARS STRONG- And Getting Stronger  
 

On August 20, 1884, after Akiba, Abe, David and Simon filed 
the articles of incorporation to start a new religious  
organization that would become our Adath Jeshurun, the first            
Conservative synagogue west of the Mississippi, you can   
imagine they sat down on a Hennepin County bench to discuss 
the future of their new ñsocietyò. Although we donôt know what 
was said on this unseasonably warm day, we do know that they 
agreed on the purpose of their new organization: to worship 
God according to the principles and precepts of the Jewish  
religion.  
 

Today, 125 years later, we remain true to that vision. Sure, the 
15 members of this new synagogue would likely not recognize 
the progressive, egalitarian and sacred community of over 
1200 households that we have become.  But, like parents who see their child 
mature and surpass even their greatest dreams, these founders would be thrilled 
with the vitality of our congregation, the strength and skills of our clergy and staff, 
and the beauty of our building. Most importantly, they would be filled with pride at 
our commitment to Torah (learning and tradition), Avodah (prayer and spirituality) 
and Gemilut Hasadim (acts of kindness). 
 

It was this dedication to our mission that we celebrated over the past six months, 
as we honored our past 125 years and celebrated our future. Our goal was to 
showcase the many strengths of our congregation. Beginning with ñAdath 
Through the Decades,ò a kickoff celebration, and including such memorable 
events as a USY Shabbat Reunion, Garden Tour, Tour DôAdath Bike Ride, Adath 
on a Shtick Picnic, TAMID/Synaplex Cultural Arts Shabbat with kosher gospel 
singer Joshua Nelson, the creation of a new art exhibit celebrating Adath artists, 
a visit by JTS Chancellor Arnie Eisen, and culminating with ñWe Have a Hand in 
Chanukahò family celebration, we demonstrated the vibrancy of our mission.  

 

These events were only a piece of the celebration. We 
now have a wonderful book that chronicles the history of 
our congregation, a document that showcases our  
building, a new composition by Meir Finkelstein that was 
sung beautifully for the first time over the High Holy 
Days by our choir, and a commemorative Chanukiah.   
 

As exciting as all of the above, the most important work 
we began was to ensure the health of our congregation 
for the next 125 years. Under the lay leadership of Judy 
Cook and Keri Bahar we have begun a strategic  
planning process that will allow our congregation to build 
on our strengths. The attention and energy put into this 

effort would likely shock the four men who started our congregation.   
 

All of this work could not have happened without the time and talent of an      
incredible cadre of staff and volunteers. Thank you to all who worked so hard to 
make these past six months memorable.  
 

We look forward to seeing you all at our 150
th
!  May we go from strength to 

strength.  
 

Jill and David Orbuch, Adath at 125 Co-chairs                        
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A D U L T  L E A R N I N G  

Learn to Read Torah Å January 9 - March 6  
  

Experience the awe of reading from the Torah! An adult Torah Reading class will 
begin in January, meeting for nine Shabbat mornings, January 9-March 6, 9:30-
10:30 AM. With master Torah reader Todd Werner, participants will learn basic 
Torah reading skills and begin to prepare a short reading for a Shabbat later in 
the year. 
  

Many Adath parents and other family members choose to read Torah as part of 
their childôs Bat or Bar Mitzvah celebration. This class is for parents and anyone 
who can read Hebrew and wants to contribute to our congregationôs ritual life. 
  

There is a fee of $50 or $75 for ñadult learning sustainersò, which can be  
adjusted according to need. RSVP to Nina Samuels, 952.215.3904  or  
ninas@adath.net, or by sending a check payable to Adath Jeshurun, attn: Adult 
Torah Reading. 

Funny, You Don't Look Jewish!  
An Exploration of Judaism for Interfaith Couples and Others  
January 12 - February 16  
 

Would you or someone you know appreciate a short overview of Judaism and 
Jewish lifeðas an introduction, or perhaps to fill in gaps in your background? Are 
you curious about how Judaism and Christianity compare in some core beliefs 
and practices? 
 

Funny, You Don't Look Jewish! An Exploration of Judaism for Jews, Interfaith 
Families and People of All Faiths is a short, informal course taught by our rabbis, 
cantor and educators. This six-session class explores Jewish holidays, life-cycle 
rituals and the basic tenets of Jewish belief. It is open to Jews, non-Jews,  
interfaith couples and adult children of interfaith parents. Special attention is 
given to discussing these themes with sensitivity to what they mean in the  
context of an interfaith relationship, with no assumption of conversion. 
 

 January 12: Funny, You Don't Look Jewish! What Is Judaism and Who   
                                Are the Jewish People? 
 

 January 19: Wrestling with God: Can You Do That? 
 

 January 26: Judaism at Home: The Role of Home Ritual in Jewish Life 
 

 February 2: Sacred Transitions: The Jewish Life Cycle 
 

 February 9: Praise and Song: Jewish Prayer and the Synagogue 
 

 February 16: Finding One's Place in the Jewish Community 
 

Funny, You Don't Look Jewish will meet on Tuesday evenings, 7:30-9:00 PM, 
beginning January 12. There is no chargeðdonations are encouraged. RSVP is 
necessary. Please contact Nina Samuels at 952.215.3904 or ninas@adath.net.   

6-Session Prayerbook     
Reading Practice Class  
Begins Sunday, January 10  
 

Here is an easy opportunity to "jump-
start" your prayerbook skills, keep up 
with the pace of the service and begin 
to understand the words, too. 
 

A short, informal Hebrew reading  
practice class will meet at Adath 
Jeshurun twice a month for six Sunday 
mornings at 10:15-11:15 AM, from 
January 10 to March 21. "Prayerbook 
Reading Practice" is especially for 
people who have learned to read  
Hebrew phonetically but need practice 
with the prayers and want to under-
stand the meaning of the words.  
Rachel Levitt will be the instructor. 
 

There is a fee of $45 for members of 
Twin Cities Conservative synagogues, 
and $60 for others, which can be    
adjusted according to need. Interested 
persons should contact Nina Samuels 
at 952.215.3904 or ninas@adath.net.  

Women's League Shabbat ǒ January 9 
 

Please attend Shabbat services and Kiddush lunch as we    cele-
brate Womenôs League Shabbat on January 9. Women's 
Leagues around the country and the world provide support to 
Jewish Theological Seminary and the other three seminaries of 
the Conservative Movement. To honor that relationship we welcome a student 
speaker from JTS that morning. We look forward to welcoming Sarah Freidson,  
a senior rabbinical student originally from Minneapolis, as our speaker. For more 
information about Sarah see the Womenôs League World column on page 5.  

Celebrate Tu B'Shevat  
Saturday, January 30  
 

Tu B'Shevat, the    
fifteenth of the month 
of Shevat, takes place 
on January 29-30. 
We'll celebrate this 
rich holiday, known as 
the New Year for 
Trees, at the congregational Kiddush 
on Shabbat morning, January 30. Join 
us for a special Kiddush including the  
traditional fruits which grow in Israel. 
We will be assisted by Adath's Etz 
Chayim Environmental Initiative and 
the Emtza Region USYers who will be 
here for the regional USY Shabbaton. 
 

Why do we celebrate a New Year for 
Trees in the middle of winter? In Israel 
this is the approximate time when the 
sap begins to flow once again,  
marking the "rebirth" of the tree  
following its winter hibernation. For 
Minnesotans, it serves as a reminder 
that spring will indeed come, as well 
as a link to our history and roots.  
And for all, it is an opportunity to  
rededicate ourselves to caring for the 
environment!   

mailto:ninas@adath.net
mailto:ninas@adath.net
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I N  T H E  A D A T H  C O M M U N I T Y  

 

Sampler of Jewish Culture!  
Saturday, February 13  
 

Mark your calendars for Saturday  
evening, February 13! This year's  
Sampler of Jewish Culture will rock  
the building with a full schedule of  
sessions to choose from. There's  
always something new and exciting, 
provocative and fun at the Sampler. 
 

A major event for the Adath  
community and the larger Twin Cities 
Jewish community, the Sampler of 
Jewish Culture raises much-needed 
funds for adult learning at the  
synagogue. It's an event to remember 
and to discuss for months afterward.  
 

Reserve the babysitter and invite your 
friends and family for one of the most 
enjoyable evenings of the year. Watch 
for your invitation in the mail this 
month. 

Jason & Marilyn Werner 
  Sadie (11 months) 

W e l c o m e  

N e w  M e m b e r s  

Purim Pushke* Project   
Needs Your Help  
to Help Our Neighbors  
February 27 -28, 2010 
 

In response to the effect 
of the economic crisis on 
our members and 
neighbors, the Adath   
Hesed Committeeôs  
Purim Pushke Project 
has taken an unprecedented step:  
Instead of pledging funds to just one  
organization, we are pledging  
donations collected this Purim to our 
two local food shelves, STEP in St 
Louis Park and ICA in Minnetonka. 
This means an increase in obligation 
to support two communities in need.  
 

We hope that those who are able will 
begin now to increase their donations 
for the 5770/2010 Purim Pushke  
Project, to support both of these  
organizations. Everyone's help is 
needed. 
 

Ā *What's a pushke? Pushke is Yiddish 
for the traditional tzedakah  

     donation box in Jewish homes. 
 

Ā  Where can I get one for my home? 
The synagogue or the Gan offices 

 

Watch for more about the Purim 
Pushke Project in the February  
Clarion! 

Hesed Coffee  
Parties  

 

Adath members are  
involved in many acts of 
loving kindness and  

social justice supported by our Hesed 
Committee. You're invited to get to 
know some of the leaders, to hear 
about their projects and talk about 
your own social justice concerns. 
Please join us for coffee and  
conversation on any of these dates: 
 

January 10, 7:00 PM  
Home of Sarah and Ira Moscovice 
 

January 24, 7:00 PM 
Home of Ruth and Marcy Harris 
 

January 27, 7:30 PM 
Home of Marlee Kivens 
  
For details and to attend a gathering, 
contact Judi Tennebaum  
at 612.929.8087 or  
jktennebaum@comcast.net. 

 

Turn if and turn itéIt's almost Purim, 
the season for that special brand of 
Adath humor, the Cha-larion. We are 
seeking writers and editors for this 
year's Purim edition of the Clarion, 
which is distributed at the synagogue 
during the holiday. If you like to write 
and have a sense of humor about how 
Adath and the Jewish world might look 
on Purim, when everything is turned 
upside down and slightly crooked, 
please let us know. Contact Nina 
Samuels, 952.215.3904 or 
ninas@adath.net. Cruelty-free  
humor only. 

It's Cha-larion  Season!  

 

mailto:jktennebaum@comcast.net

