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ADATH JESHURUN CONGREGATION  
  

more than a synagogue . . . a sacred community 
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PROGRAM 
 
 
President’s Welcome and Call to Order...............................................................................Heidi Schneider  
 
Invocation ..................................................................................................................Rabbi Yonatan Sadoff 
 
Star Spangled Banner and Hatikva .............................................................................Cantor Scott Buckner 
 
President’s Annual Report and Approval of 2009  
Annual Meeting Minutes .....................................................................................................Heidi Schneider 
 
Recognition of Outgoing Officers and Trustees 
and Election of New Officers and Trustees ........................................................................Heidi Schneider 
 
Installation of New Officers and Trustees .................................................................Rabbi Harold Kravitz 
 
Honor Staff Milestone Years of Service ................................................................................... Sheila Sigel 
 
Honor Rosh Hodesh Leaders ...............................................................................Barbara Rubin-Greenberg 
 
Honor 125th Anniversary Committee...................................................................................Heidi Schneider 
 
Celebrating New Beginnings with Our Strategic Plan .......................................Judy Cook and Keri Bahar 
 
M’shor’rim Sings ............................................................................. Cantor Scott Buckner and M’shor’rim 
 
Outgoing President’s Remarks ............................................................................................Heidi Schneider 
 
Incoming President’s Remarks ...........................................................................................Mike Greenstein 
 
Adath Foundation Report.........................................................................................................Alan Gingold 
 
Shem Tov Award and Recipient’s Comments............................................................................. Judy Cook 
 
Closing Benediction....................................................................................................Rabbi Harold Kravitz 
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ADATH JESHURUN CONGREGATION 
Professional and Administrative Staff 

 
 

Rabbi Harold J. Kravitz ............................................................................................................Senior Rabbi 
 MAX NEWMAN FAMILY CHAIR IN RABBINICS 

Rabbi Yonatan Sadoff.........................................................................................................................  Rabbi 

Hazzan Scott Buckner........................................................................................................................Hazzan 

Rabbi Lilly Kaufman ........................................................................................Director of Jewish Learning 
 BERMAN FAMILY CHAIR OF JEWISH LEARNING 

Jim Sherman......................................................................................................................Rabbis’ Associate 

Rabbi Barry Cytron................................................................................................................Senior Scholar 

Cantor Morton Kula........................................................................................................... Hazzan Emeritus 

Cantor Morris Amsel ......................................................................................................... Hazzan Emeritus 

Bernie Goldblatt.............................................................................................................. Executive Director 

Tobi Cooper ........................................................................... Hazzan’s Assistant/Administrative Assistant 

Lauren Hoffman...................................................................................................... Annual Giving Director 

Deborah Bearman Jewett ........................................................................................... Congregational Nurse 

Risa Kessler ......................................................... Education Administrative Assistant/SMP Administrator 

Rafina Larsen......................................................................................................................Finance Director 

Beth Mayerich.......................................................................................................... Food Services Director 

Nina Samuels ..........................................................................................................Adult Learning Director 

Janice Schachtman..............................................  Gan Shelanu Preschool Director/Volunteer Coordinator 

Renee Schwach .................................................................................. Childcare/Camp Mishpacha Director 

Bob Simon ........................................................................................................................Facilities Director 

Jennifer Herman Spiller ......................................................................... Development/Foundation Director 

Elisabeth Wells ..................................................................................................................... Youth Director 
 LEONARD &  CLARA SAVITT YOUTH DIRECTOR CHAIR 

Gisell Wien ....................................................................................................................... Rabbis’ Assistant 

Chris Yarger........................................................................................ Executive Assistant/Office Manager 
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ADATH STAFF MILESTONE 
YEARS OF SERVICE 

 
 

Twenty-five Years 
Nina Samuels  

 
 

Fifteen Years 
Susan Becker  
Lisa Bennett 
Elena Iliarski 

Eleonora (Els) Michlin 
Risa Kessler 

 
 

Ten Years 
Lea Brand 

Heidi Brandenburger 
Laura Condon 

Bernie Goldblatt  
Stacy Kibort 
Ed Ramires  

 
 

Five Years 
Calla Bennefeld 
Harlan Brand 

Beverly Fishman 
Laurie Herstig 
Krista Huonder 
Michelle Litton 
Jennifer Molnar 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
2010-2011 

 
Executive Board 

President..............................................................................................................................Mike Greenstein 

Immediate Past-President.....................................................................................................Heidi Schneider 

Adult Learning Vice President................................................................................................Nancy Harold  

Communications Vice President....................................................................................... Lonny Goldsmith  

Development & Fundraising Vice President ......................................................................... Rick Siedband 

Finance Vice President ...........................................................................................................Chris Kellogg 

Human Resources Vice President.............................................................................................. Sheila Sigel 

Jewish Life and Learning Vice President ...........................................................Barbara Rubin-Greenberg 

Membership Vice President ...................................................................................................Carrie Lifland 

Primary Education Vice President ..........................................................................................Jeannie Gilfix 

Property/Catering Vice President ............................................................................................ Todd Werner 

Secondary Education Vice President ...................................................................................Lon Rosenfield 

Secretary .............................................................................................................................Ellen Sue Parker 

 
Trustees  

 
Sally Appelbaum* 
Keri Bahar 
Gary Baron 
Michael Berde 
Carol Bromer* 
Judy Cook* 
Cindy Dubansky+ 
Jerome Fischbein* 
Lucy Rose Fischer 
Paula Fox+ 
Kim Gedan+ 
Debra Goldenberg 
Judy Goldstein* 
Terri Gordon+ 
Scott Grossfeld 
Brian Herstig 
Ed Hoffman 

Stan Kagin 
Raleigh Kaminsky* 
Esther Katz* 
Gary Kibort 
Debra Krawetz+ 
Drea Lear 
Darren Lederfine 
Jules Levin* 
Joe Lifland+ 
Laura Lipshutz 
Allison London 
Bruce Nemer+ 
Amy Newman 
Irving Nudell* 
David Orbuch* 
Joyce Orbuch* 
Michael Oreck 

Leslie Orenstein 
Melvin Orenstein* 
David Pink 
Norman Pink* 
Paul Pink* 
David Segal* 
Lauren Segelbaum 
Jonathan Shaver 
Craig Spencer 
Sheri Steinman+ 
Hindy Tankenoff+ 
Scott Teplinsky 
Ardis Wexler 
Debbie Wolfe 
Karen Yashar 
Ed Zeman

 

*Past President             +Standing Committee Chair or Constituent Group Chair 
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ADATH JESHURUN LEADERSHIP 
 

Sr. Rabbis 
1921-27 C. David Matt* 
1927-29 Jesse Schwartz* 
1930-46 Albert Gordon* 
1946-52 Morris Gordon* 
1953-60 Stanley Rabinowitz 
1960-65 Jerome Lipnick* 
1966-82 Arnold Goodman 
1983-96 Barry Cytron 
1996-present Harold J. Kravitz 

Presidents 
1907-32 Joseph Schanfeld* 
1932-35 Louis B. Schwartz* 
1935-43 Morris Kantar* 
1943-46 Dr. David Pink* 
1946-47 George Stillman* 
1947-48 Arthur Figen* 
1948-50 Louis M. Cohen* 
1950-52 Samuel Libman* 
1952-55 Maurice Grossman* 
1955-58 Ellis Peilen* 
1958-62 Sim Heller* 
1962-63 Sidney Goldish* 
1964-67 David Gordon* 
1967-69 Irving Brand* 
1969-71 Melvin Orenstein 
1971-73 Jerome Fischbein 
1973-75 Irving Nudell 
1975-77 Jules Levin 
1977-79 Gerald Miller* 
1979-81 Esther Katz 
1981-83 Norman Pink 
1983-85 Sally Appelbaum 
1985-87 Judy Goldstein 
1987-89 Paul Pink 
1989-91 Joyce Orbuch 
1991-93 Melvin Goldberg* 
1993-96 Norman Pink 
1996-98 Carol Bromer 
1998-2000 Jerry Zweigbaum* 
2000-02 Raleigh Kaminsky 
2003-04 Judy Cook 
2004-06 David Segal 
2006-08 David Orbuch 
2008-10 Heidi Schneider  

* z’l - may their memories be for a blessing. 



 7 

SHEM TOV AWARD 
 
The Shem Tov (Good Name) Award is given to individuals who have contributed substantially to 
congregational activity and have had significant impact on the life of the Synagogue community.  
 
Each year, several months prior to the Annual Meeting, a committee, composed solely of previous 
award recipients, meets to select an individual who best meets these criteria.   
 
 

1959 Sam Abrams* 

1960 Herman Neff* 

1961 Aaron Herman* 

1962 Ellis Peilen* 

1963 Sim Heller* 

1964 Sidney Goldish* 

1965 Sheldon Gensler 

1967 David Gordon* 

1970 Esther Katz 

1972 Melvin Orenstein 

1975 Gerald (Sonny) Miller* 

1976 Jerome Fischbein 

1977 David Sherman* 

1978 Morris Besner* 

1979 Jules Levin 

1980 Irving Nudell 

1981 Judy Goldstein 

1982 Max & *Dinah Elkin 

1983 Sidney Rich* 

1984 Joyce Orbuch 

1985 Martin Miller* 

1986 Maurice Selcer* 

1987 Goldie Wilensky* 

1989 Donald Masler 

1990 Raleigh Brand 

1991 Sally Appelbaum 

1993 Jeffrey Schachtman 

1996 Daniel Heilicher* 

1997 Edwin Agranoff 

1998 Norman Pink 

1999 Charlotte Nudell 

2000 Carol Bromer 

2001 Martin Bush &  

 Ben Kibort 

2002 Jerry Zweigbaum* 

2003 Bruce Nemer 

2004 Barbara Parks 

2006 Julie Kozberg 

2007 Mike Greenstein 

2008 Ellen Sue Parker 

2009 Judy Cook

 
* z’l - may their memories be for a blessing. 
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Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
125th Annual Meeting Minutes 

June 25, 2009 
 
 
 President Heidi Schneider called to order the 125th Annual Meeting of Adath Jeshurun 
Congregation on June 25, 2009 in the Adath Jeshurun Sanctuary, and she welcomed the congregation 
assembled.   
 
 Rabbi Harold Kravitz gave an invocation and presented the Rabbi’s Report.   
 
 Cantor Scott Buckner led the congregation in the singing of shehechiyanu in recognition of the 
125th anniversary of the congregation. 
 
 President Schneider presented the President’s Annual Report and moved acceptance of the 
minutes of the 124th Annual Meeting of Adath Jeshurun Congregation on June 26, 2008.  The motion 
was seconded and passed.   
 
 President Schneider recognized the contributions of the outgoing officers and board members 
and thanked them for their service to Adath.   
 
 Rabbi Kravitz installed the new officers and board members of the congregation. 
 
 Past Shem Tov Award recipient Ellen Sue Parker presented this year’s Shem Tov Award to Judy 
Cook.  Judy accepted the recognition with words of gratitude. 
 
 Rabbi Aaron Brusso closed the Annual Meeting with a benediction.  
 
 President Schneider announced that copies of the new Adath history book created in honor of the 
congregation’s 125th anniversary is now available for distribution to all members. 
 
 There being no further business, President Schneider call for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
The motion was made, seconded and passed.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
�����������	
��
�
Secretary 
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REPORTS of COMMITTEES 
and 

CONSTITUENT GROUPS 
 

Adath at 125 
 

From June through December, 2009, our congregation celebrated it’s 125th anniversary.  All of the 
events highlighted various aspects of our vibrant and dynamic congregation.  They included: 
 

�  Annual Meeting and Kickoff Celebration in June with over 300 people in 
attendance 

�  A Garden Tour in July 
�  Adath on a Stick Picnic in August 
�  USY Reunion Weekend in August 
�  TAMID/Synaplex Cultural Arts Weekend with special guest Joshua Nelson, the 

Prince of  Kosher Gospel, in November 
�  An evening with Chancellor Arnie Eisen of the Jewish Theological Seminary in 

November 
�  Hanukkah Celebration in December 
�  Visioning Conference in conjunction with Strategic Planning 

                                 �    Hesed’s Coffeehouses throughout the six months 
 

Each event was planned by numerous volunteers and a fantastic professional staff at Adath.  The 
committee consisted of: 

 
David and Jill Orbuch, co-chairs   
Keri Bahar     Linda Ketover     
Hazzan Scott Buckner*   Rabbi Harold Kravitz* 
Judy Cook     David Pink 
Judy Gaviser     Norman Pink     
Alan Gingold     Heidi Schneider    
Roni Gingold     David Segal  
Bernie Goldblatt*    Glenn Sherling 
Lauren Hoffman*    Jennifer Herman Spiller*  

 
*Denotes Adath Staff Member 

     
�
���	����	�
���
�����
Co-chairs
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Adath Art Committee 
 
This committee maintains the fine art collection of Adath Jeshurun Congregation.  It accepts, preserves 
and displays creative works and objects that represent a wide range of Jewish themes and observances. 
The collection has been assembled mainly from generous donors for over 75 years and includes prime 
quality paintings, original prints, sculptures, photography, commemorative plaques and banners. All 
these complement silver, brass, pewter and plated ritual objects assembled through the years. 
  
The Art Committee guides appropriate acquisitions and implements renovation; cleaning; framing and 
inventory of art works. Periodically, special exhibitions and related educational programs are presented. 
  
In winter 2009-January, 2010, the diverse exhibition “Celebrating Adath Artists” featured works by Adath 
members of all ages. A number of participants had not shown at Adath before. Watercolor, stone sculpture, 
drawing, glass, mixed media and other techniques were represented. A Jewish Women Artists Circle exhibit, 
coordinated by Lucy Rose Fischer, on the theme "Tikkun/Repair” was on view in Adath’s Kitsis Foyer in 
April and May, 2010. This showing aligned with a Sunday morning speakers’ series on Jewish ethics. 
  
A brochure titled “Adath Jeshurun Congregation: A Walking Tour” was developed for the 125th 
Anniversary and is now being used by congregants and guests for self-guided strolls through our 
beautiful building. The brochure is available on a shelf inside the main sanctuary doors.  
  
Among recent acquisitions, Judith Brin Ingber and her extended family have donated an 18th  century fine-
art engraving to Adath Jeshurun, after the 2009 passing of her mother, noted author and congregant Ruth 
Firestone Brin. Formerly in Ruth and Howard Brin’s collection, the Bernard Picart hand-colored print 
illustrates the Interior of the Portuguese Synagogue during Purim. French artist Picart was born in Paris 
in1673 and settled in Amsterdam in 1710. He made a large series of etchings illustrating Jewish culture in 
his 1723 publication, Religious Ceremonies and Costumes of People of the World, where this Purim print 
originated. Picart also engraved title-pages for Hebrew literary works. The print was selected by the Brins in 
Amsterdam in 1970.  Since the Brins were among Adath’s founding families, Ruth and Howard’s children 
felt that Adath is where this sterling work will be most appreciated. It is displayed in the Kitsis Foyer gallery 
area.  
 
Volunteer help is needed in the display and management of Adath Jeshurun’s art collection. For 
information about joining the Art Committee, call Sharon Zweigbaum, 952-595-9992. 
 
��	
������
��	�� �
Chair 
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Adult Learning Committee 

 
The mission of the Adult Learning Committee is to provide the educational and social forums that 
motivate and enable learners to build community, to expand their religious consciousness, to deepen 
their knowledge and to strengthen their commitment, skills, and observance as members of the Jewish 
people, and to grow as human beings. 
 
Each year we try to fulfill this mission in interesting and new ways.  This year, Dyanne Cooperman and 
Trish Mintz came to us with the idea for C.A.M.P., Adath’s Creative Adult Morning Program.  Intended 
primarily for parents of SMP students but open to all, this is a ‘no-barriers’ program: there are no fees, 
no commitment to sign up for a full course.  Just show up in the “Quiet Room” on SMP Shabbatot and 
listen to people like Cindy Reich, David Orbuch, Leslie Gotlieb and Tamar Fenton talk about the 
service, how to participate in it, issues of child-raising, fundamentals of Judaism, and whatever else the 
parents would like.  We hope to expand this program to include basic Hebrew!  
 
Thanks to the Jewish Learning for a Better World Fund generously provided by Lucy Rose and Mark 
Fischer, and to the Bertram and Charlotte Cooper Adult Education Fund, we held the third series of 
three Sunday brunches, this one on “The Ethics of Caring: Jewish Voices on Health, Healing and Hope”, 
led by Rabbis Amy Eilberg, Harold Kravitz, and Lilly Kaufman; Prof. Jeffrey Kahn, and Drs. Barry 
Baines and Laurence Savett. 
 
As in past years, we offered a Summer and a Winter Sampler of Jewish Culture. The Summer Sampler 
theme was “The Land, the Bench, and the Barbie”. “The Land We Sit On”, led by Betty Johnson, Dan 
Trockman, and Mel Orenstein, explored what was here before Adath Jeshurun. Judge Mel Dickstein and 
Rabbi Kravitz deliberated on what makes a good judge. Rabbi Cytron explored Jewish identity with a 
short film featuring the Barbie Doll. The Summer Sampler concluded with a session with Zehorit 
Heilicher, co-sponsored by Etz Chayim, Adath’s environmental initiative, on cooking creatively with 
CSA or farmer’s market produce. 
 
Last February’s Winter Sampler again offered a huge range of sessions. Current events were represented 
by Rabbi Kravitz’ session on Jewish scandals of the past year; by Shlicha Noga Shavit’s session on 
news from Israel; and by Harlan Jacobs and Brad Lehrman’s session on the plight of Ethiopian Jews and 
the situation in Darfur. The arts had their place in sessions on klezmer music by Cantor Buckner, and 
Jewish film by Walter Elias and Diane Pecoraro.  We looked backward as Jules Levin and Irv Nudell 
recalled life during the Great Depression (moderated by Neal Gendler), and Rabbi Cytron examined 
how Hollywood faced the Holocaust. Also included were a session with Rabbi Sadoff on Jewish 
astrology and a vegetarian Shabbat dinner cooking demonstration with Jodi Lassner. 
 
Adath’s Adult Learning also helps the community at large. This year we chaired the Twin Cities 
Conservative Consortium, which this year offered “Unrolling the Whole Megillah”, a pre-Purim 
program. The Consortium consists of Adath, Beth El, B’nai Emet, Temple of Aaron, and Beth Jacob 
Synagogues. Next year, we plan to offer sessions on critical issues facing Conservative Judaism, and a 
pre-Pesach event. The Adult Learning Committee also served dinner to the residents of Our Saviour’s 
Shelter, and matches members who need a place at a holiday table with those who have extra spaces. 
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Adult Learning Committee - continued 
 
In addition to these programs, the committee oversees Adath’s library. Our librarian Roberta Armel sees 
that we have the latest books and co-ordinates displays with holidays, events, and our Israeli Literature 
in Translation book group led by Noga Shavit (another Adult Learning program).  The committee 
always meets in the library’s warm and inspiring space, and you should too! Check out the great 
children’s section and reading area, the Jewish encyclopedias, periodicals, and the entire collection 
which makes ours one of the leading Jewish libraries in the region. 
 
There are many other programs under our umbrella, which you can learn about at 
www.adathjeshurun.org under “learning”. If you would like to be part of this wonderful committee, or 
have suggestions for it, please contact us! 
 
����������
����
Vice President  
  

Cemetery Committee 
 

It is said that the first obligation of a Jewish community is to establish a cemetery.  Our cemetery, Adath 
Chesed Shel Emes, is located at 3800 Winnetka Avenue North in Crystal. 
  
The Cemetery has begun a major planning effort with the expert guidance of Paul “Buddy” Pink.  Paul 
has been the past president of the congregation as well as having an extremely successful architectural 
career.  We worked through five requests for proposal to create a master plan for the cemetery.  The 
Canadian firm of LEES + Associates partnered with local Damon Farber Landscape Architects was 
chosen to assist us.  We have started the process of creating a vision of how the cemetery can become a 
more beautiful and functional cemetery.  Over the summer we will continue this process and will present 
a master plan in the fall to the congregation and the community.  
 
We cannot thank Paul Pink enough for the hours upon hours of volunteer time.  He is helping to create 
and implement a plan that will enable Adath Chesed Shel Emes Cemetery to be an asset to our 
congregation and our community.   
 
The Cemetery has two major events during the year, our Memorial Day service and our Kever Avot 
service.  These events could not go on without the efforts of Hersh Berman, our Treasurer and Event 
Coordinator and longest standing board member. Todah rabah and yasher koach to Hersh for his 
tremendous efforts. 
 
Even during all this planning, the Cemetery continues to fulfill the burial needs of our community.  It is 
the most active Jewish Cemetery in the Twin Cities.  We also provide free or reduced-price burials to 
needy families.   
 
We are always available to discuss the traditions of honoring our loved ones, selection of a plot, the 
opportunity to support Cemetery plans for the future, or other questions. Feel free to contact any of our 
members or our superintendent, Michael Morris, 612-998-0077. 
 
�����
��	���
Chair  
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Chevra Kavod Hamet 
 
Adath’s nationally-recognized, award-winning Chevra Kavod Hamet (Society to Honor the Deceased) 
was founded over 35 years ago by congregants who wanted to help other congregants. The Chevra 
provides comfort and support to bereaved families, while honoring the deceased by providing a 
traditional Jewish funeral for any Adath member upon request. Chevra funerals are simple, dignified, 
and provided at a modest cost. Educational programs about the Chevra and about Jewish funeral and 
mourning practices are also available to the congregation.   

The Adath Website has several articles that can be helpful. There is An Expression of Guidance which 
explains the Chevra more and by which congregants can formalize their wish in advance to use the 
Chevra Kavod Hamet at their time of need. There is an article on Why Should I be a Shomer? that will 
help you understand the significant emotional impact this mitzvah can have on bereaved families. And, 
there is a new Chevra booklet, How Do We Prepare For Death?. This booklet is a gift of comfort and 
information not only for those nearing death, but for the living in many ways. These documents can also 
be emailed or mailed to you. The Plain Pine Box, a documentary about the Chevra and its work is 
available in the Adath library in video, DVD and book format.  

There are 18 Ways You Can Help identified in the Chevra brochure available in the brochure racks at the 
main entrance and the spine. Volunteers contribute their time and talents to administrative tasks, 
education, outreach, or ritual participation, whatever is comfortable for them. There is a role for 
everyone. Join the hundreds of Adath members who provide meaningful emotional and spiritual 
consolation to those who have experienced a loss.   

For more information, for presentations to your committee, group or chavura, or to volunteer, please 
contact Cindy Dubansky at 612-866-2297, cld7214@gmail.com, or Bruce Nemer at 612-701-7089, 
bruceanemer@yahoo.com.  

�
�������	�����	��� 
����!���
 ����
Roshei Administration 

 

Communications/Marketing Committee 
 

 
 

This year, the Communications Committee formed a sub-committee called the Communications Group.  
It is a group of key staff personnel, the Executive Director and the VP of Communications.  The group 
meets weekly to review and edit new information prior to publishing the Adath Jeshurun Website, 
Chadashot, the Shabbat Morning Program, the Clarion  and other pertinent communication issues.  We 
work closely with the clergy as well as synagogue leadership and the professional staff to ensure that all 
communications accurately represent the views and interests of the congregation. 
 
The committee also maintains and manages the Shabbat Greeter program which is staffed by a volunteer 
from the roster of the Board of Trustees each Shabbat morning.  We also introduced an email Notice of 
Condolences this year, citing the recent passing of a congregant or a close family member. 

    
�
	
���"����
�
Vice President 
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Development and Fundraising Committee 
 
This past year was successful for Adath’s Development and Fundraising Committee, whose primary 
purpose is to oversee and coordinate all fundraising efforts within the Synagogue. The dollars raised 
help ensure that our educational programming is affordable, our talented staff is supported, and the 
many needs of our congregants are met. 
 
Please share our pride in the following successes for this year:  
 

·  The L’Chaim Campaign raised $226,063 (101% of goal). The total number of family donations 
was 668 (55% of congregation). Thank you to David Kohn, L’Chaim Campaign Chair, and Scott 
Grossfeld, Leadership Circle Chair, and the entire committee for their commitment. We are 
immensely grateful for the efforts of all those who participated by supporting this year’s 
Campaign!  

 
·  The Youth Department put on a successful play and Purim Carnival, raising a total of $8,244 to 

support our congregation’s youth activities.  Mazal Tov to our USYers and the Youth 
Commission!  

 
·  The Gan Shelanu parents raised $4,700 through their sales of wrapping paper & Passover 

candies. Thank you to Jeanne Gilfix and her team of volunteers!  
 

·  We published our third Annual Recognition of Giving booklet, which highlighted all the ways 
our congregants and staff give of themselves and their dollars to benefit our congregation and 
enrich lives. 

 
We are fortunate to have a very talented staff and lay leaders committed to ensuring we have the 
resources to fulfill our mission and vision to maintain and strengthen the Adath Jeshurun Congregation.  
We are grateful for the guidance of Lauren Hoffman, Annual Giving Director.   
  
The leadership of the Fundraising and Development committee has been outstanding in setting priorities, 
evaluating the best ways to secure an annual giving program and address the overall fundraising efforts 
of our congregation. A special thank you to the members of the Fundraising and Development 
Committee for their thoughtful participation and commitment:  David Bayer, Judy Gaviser, Jeannie 
Gilfix, Alan Gingold, Judy Goldstein, Scott Grossfeld, Bonnie Lazar, Laura Lipshutz, David Orbuch, Jill 
Orbuch, Michael Oreck, Lon Rosenfield, Barbara Rubin-Greenberg, Heidi Schneider, Rick Siedband, 
Craig Spencer, Jeff Usem and Rabbi Harold Kravitz, Bernie Goldblatt, Jennifer Herman Spiller, Lauren 
Hoffman, and Rafina Larsen. 
  
�
����
���	���
Chair 
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Finance Committee 
 

The overall purpose of the Finance Committee is to ensure our congregation’s financial well-being.  Our 
committee remains steadfast in its commitment to operating in a fiscally responsible manner where 
congregational needs are balanced against available resources.  Each month, financial statements are 
issued to staff, the Finance Committee and Board members along with an annual forecast.  The 
information provided is accurate, consistent and reliable and is used to assess the financial performance 
of a particular program and of the congregation as a whole.  
 
I am pleased to report that for the seventh year in a row we have a balanced budget.  This year’s 
budgeting process was a real challenge primarily because of the continued uncertain economic times and 
anticipated reductions in programming fees due to smaller enrollments at the Gan and SMP.  All 
departments of the synagogue were asked to reduce spending which resulted in some significant 
sacrifices primarily by the clergy and staff of Adath Jeshurun who have frozen their wages for a second 
year in a row.  We thank them for their patience and understanding.  Finally, in order to balance the 
budget a modest increase in membership dues and L’Chaim pledges are included in the budget.  We feel 
that these amounts are both fair and achievable. 
  
The year culminated with the Board’s approval of a $3.5 million operating budget for 
2010/11.  Although the budgeting process was difficult it is important to point out that no employee 
positions or major programs were cut in the upcoming year in order to balance the budget.   
 
Our congregation owes a debt of gratitude to our Finance Director, Rafina Larsen, who continues to 
make it possible to rely on meaningful information.  We are also indebted to our incredibly devoted and 
talented staff, which, in spite of the financial challenges they face each day, are able to provide quality 
services and programming.  I also want to thank members of the Finance Committee.  They worked very 
hard and have all helped Adath have another successful year.  
  
�	�
	��
"���#$�
Treasurer 
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Hesed Committee 
 

Hesed Committee is an umbrella structure for social justice projects ranging 
from direct service to advocacy. The values on which Hesed Committee has 
focused its support predominantly involve hunger, affordable housing, and 
children. Our goal is to encourage broad participation among our 
congregation in support of Hesed’s work through active participation and 
financial support.  
 
Hunger:  Hesed represents Adath Jeshurun on the Boards of ICA (Joan Weinstein, Larry Sholler) and 
on STEP (Joy Sandler), food shelf and social service agencies for Minnetonka and St. Louis Park, 
respectively. The Project Isaiah Food Drive at the High Holidays also benefits STEP.  Donations are 
provided to the programs of Our Saviour’s Shelter (Deborah and Bob Smith) where over 40 people are 
fed monthly and Concerned Jewish Congregations at Loaves and Fishes (Betty Jonas).  Adath 
congregants regularly serve meals at these inner city sites. Hesed provides additional support for a 
Christmas Dinner at St. Stephens Church. Adath congregants are encouraged to donate 3% of the total 
cost of their sincha to MAZON, and there is a special appeal at Passover for donations to MAZON (Jaye 
Snyder). 
 
Affordable Housing:  Hesed continues its long-term support for JCA (Melissa Rudnick) and MICAH 
(Aaron Parker), community advocacy groups for affordable housing as well as other social justice 
issues.  Financial support to JFCS’s Emergency Food and Shelter Fund is provided.  Hesed members are 
involved with affordable housing task forces in Minnetonka and Edina through the Adath Foundation, 
Hesed has funds, at a local community bank, which support community reinvestment loans for 
homeownership, home improvements, and small business loans in the inner city.  
 
Children:   Hesed provides a Key Advocate (Paula Fox, Sheree Curry) and financial support to ICAN 
(Interfaith Children's Advocacy Network), formerly known as Congregations Concerned for Children, 
which works on behalf of children living in poverty and violence.  Hesed contributes to Passage 
Community, a transitional support for women and their children moving into employment.  A Hesed 
member (Michelle Basman) helps with promotional brochures for Avenues for Homeless Youth in 
North Minneapolis.  
 
Hesed Supports:  
The annual Pushke Project (Ed Goldsmith) raised funds which this year were contributed to STEP and 
ICA. The Pushke funds were matched by the Morning Minyan.  
 
Hesed supports JCRC Justice Squared projects in the areas of hunger, clothing, affordable housing, and 
literacy. 
 
Hesed has participated (Leslie Goldblatt) in the new Hechscher Tzedek initiative formed by Rabbi Allen 
of Beth Jacob Congregation working to develop standards for employees working in kosher food plants. 
 
Nechama (Sarah Moscovice) organizes volunteers to respond to natural disasters and is supported by a 
Hesed contribution and volunteers from the congregation.   
 
Hesed provides funds to the North American Conference on Ethiopian Jewry (NACOEJ) (Harlan 
Jacobs). NACOEJ helps Ethiopian Jews survive in Ethiopia, assists them in reaching Israel, aids in their 
absorption into Israeli society, and preserves their unique and ancient culture.   
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Hesed Committee – continued  

 
Hesed supports the Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC) which strives for social justice in 
Minnesota by proposing and promoting responsible legislation.  
 
Hesed participates in the Minnesota Interfaith Darfur Coalition (Brad Lehrman), a grassroots 
organization comprised of faith based groups, human rights and social action organizations, and students 
committed to ending the humanitarian crisis created by the genocide in the Darfur region of Sudan. 
 
Special Funds:  The Linda Weber Mitzvah Fund (Becky Gray) for education and advocacy for families 
and children at risk is also under the Hesed Committee umbrella. This fund has been used to support the 
Twin Cities Jewish Domestic Violence Program. The Ferne and Edward Grosmann Social Action Fund 
has been used to support STEP.   
 
The Hesed Emergency Fund provided monies this year to MAZON and American Jewish World Service 
for relief efforts following the earthquake in Haiti and to Masorti Olami for relief efforts following the 
earthquake in Chile.  The Hesed Committee also provided information to the congregation encouraging 
donations to appropriate Jewish relief agencies responding to those crises. 
Outreach:   A Hesed brochure and note cards are available at Hesed programs and Adath events. The 
Hesed cards, which were created by Carol Bromer, Michelle Basman, Gloria Cooper, are available for 
purchase to support the Hesed programs. 
 
For Adath’s 125th Anniversary Celebration, the Hesed Committee held a series of coffee conversations, 
focusing on social action/social justice activities.  Chaired by Judi Tennebaum, the project aimed at 
educating members about multiple opportunities to participate in Hesed activities as well as building 
relationships among Adath members. The project achieved its goal of 125 attendees.  There were nine 
coffee parties as well as participation in a 20’s/30’s gathering and a program for Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
families.  Nine Adath members were trained to serve as facilitators, eleven families offered to serve as 
hosts, and ten people acted as “Faces of Hesed.”   Follow-up is being planned to invite people to become 
more involved in Hesed activities and to improve communication about the Hesed Committee and its 
projects. 
 
The Hesed Committee is comprised of a very committed and knowledgeable group of congregants.  Our 
goal is to encourage our congregation to broaden its support of Hesed’s work through both active 
participation and financial support.  Please join us! 
  
�	��	�%�&�
Chair 



 18 

65 Plus Senior Programming 
Adath Hillsiders and Etzion Study Group 

 
The Adath Hillsiders are active seniors 65 and over, men and women, couples and singles. In October 
2009 the Hillsiders enjoyed an all-day retreat with Minnesota Public Radio personality Tom Crann on 
the theme “A Whole New World: Embracing Change”, co-sponsored with Adath Women’s 
League.  This fall event took place at the beautiful Mount Olivet Retreat Center in Farmington, 
Minnesota. The focus of the day was on change—facing it, embracing it, planning for it and enjoying it. 
Besides Tom Crann speaking about changes in and how we receive our news, Bernie Goldblatt 
explained how Adath’s communications are changing. The group enjoyed discussion with Jim Sherman, 
a lively Laughter Yoga session, information about estate planning, conversation with Rabbi Kaufman, 
and more. Funding from the Silverman Fund in the Adath Foundation helped to keep the retreat 
affordable, and a generous private donation made possible the use of a chartered bus.  
 
Adath senior adults also enjoyed an annual luncheon on the last day of Pesach, with entertainment 
provided this year by comedian Fred Haeusler.  
 
Adath’s 65 Plus Senior Programming also includes the Etzion Study Group—monthly discussions on 
issues that relate to our lives, plus relaxed socializing with friends—led by Rabbis’ Associate Jim 
Sherman.    
 
Hillsiders 65 Plus Senior Programming activities are open to all Adath members and to the 
community. Yad Sima Tova makes it possible for Adath members who need assistance to receive a ride 
to events. 
 
!
�	��	������
Staff Liaison  
 

Human Resources Committee 
��
The Human Resources Committee contributes to the integrity of the congregation by ensuring the 
development, implementation, and maintenance of sound employment practices.    
   
The committee acts in an advisory capacity to the President and the Board of Trustees regarding issues 
dealing with employment policies, practices and procedures.  This year, the committee facilitated the 
successful one year extension of Rabbi Sadoff's contract.�
� �
The committee continues to work hard to support the wonderful staff at Adath. Thank you to all the 
congregants that sit on this committee.�
   �
���
�	��
�	��
Vice President 
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Inclusion Committee 
 
The Inclusion Committee is continuing the work on issues with accessibility within the synagogue. In 
February of 2010 Rabbi Sadoff and Bob Simon joined Paula Fox and Ed Goldsmith at the Sabes JCC 
for an accessibility training session, organized by Shelly Christensen and open to all Jewish 
organizations in the area.  Cindy Tarshish and Margot Imdiecke-Cross presented information about the 
Americans With Disabilities Act and its building codes.   A building survey of Adath will be completed 
in the future, and recommendations will be made to Bernie Goldblatt and the Adath board of directors 
regarding any further accommodations that are needed.  
 
Last year we invited members of Caring Connections to the TAMID concert by Joshua Nelson. Caring 
Connections provides opportunities for Jewish adults with developmental disabilities to connect with 
their faith community and take part in Jewish life and learn about holidays and traditions. Caring 
Connections is a joint effort of JFCS, Jewish Family Service of St. Paul, the St. Paul JCC, and the Sabes 
JCC. 
 
On Sunday, January 31st at the Sabes JCC, there was a community-wide event that Adath co-
sponsored.   The award-winning film, Autistic License, was screened for the entire community, free of 
charge.   Playwright Stacey Dinner-Levin wrote a play called "Autistic License" about her experiences 
raising a child with autism. "Autistic License" offers a look at the complicated world of a family living 
with autism and presents audiences with a glimpse of the joys, terrors, rewards, and struggles of raising 
a child in a world that has far too many opinions on what is normal.  This event introduced Jewish 
Disability Awareness month, which occurred in February, 2010. 
 
At Adath, we acknowledged Jewish Disability Awareness month in several ways.  We placed 
information in the Clarion and Chadashot highlighting our committee and Jewish Disability Awareness 
Month.  On February 27, 2010, Marcy Buckner and Debby Jewett presented a d’var Torah relating to 
invisible disabilities and ways of supporting people with disabilities.  Also in February, during the Adath 
Sampler, Shelly Christensen moderated a session on disability awareness, with Marlee Kivens, and Veta 
Segal sharing their personal experiences. 
 
We are grateful to Rabbi Kaufman for serving as our liaison to the Adath staff and appreciate all the 
support she has given us.  We are in the process of scheduling meeting dates and planning programming 
for the 2010-2011 year, including another Jewish Disability Awareness Month in February.  
 
'	
����(
�����
Chair 
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Jewish Life and Learning 
 

Our congregation continues to build on its success in providing innovative, quality educational 
programming to engage our congregants in lifelong Jewish learning. From infancy to adulthood there is 
a rich array of learning opportunities - preschool programming, b’nai mitzvah training, Shabbat teaching 
opportunities for teens and adults, youth programs, USY, college outreach and adult learning – 
something for everyone.  
 
In 2007 we formulated the Adath Jeshurun’s vision for Jewish learning, a vision we continue to 
implement and strengthen. We are a welcoming community that offers spiritual, intellectual and ethical 
growth through learning opportunities for people of all ages and abilities. We offer programs and classes 
that inspire congregants to learn and lead more fulfilling lives as educated, caring, and committed Jews 
to foster strong relationships with G-d, Torah, Israel, the Jewish Community and the world at large.  
 
Rabbi Lilly Kaufman is in her second year with us as the holder of the Berman Family Chair in Jewish 
Learning and we are most grateful to Theresa Berman and family for establishing this permanent 
endowment.  Rabbi Kaufman has enriched many areas of our congregation with her educational skills 
and leadership, enthusiasm and depth of knowledge. We are fortunate to have her on staff enhancing and 
building our educational programs.  
 
Both staff and lay leadership are responsible for the various educational programming that is offered 
throughout the year in our congregation. Their commitment, professionalism and skill are recognized 
and valued.  The Jewish Life and Learning Cabinet was formed to coordinate efforts and foster 
collaboration to leverage our success across all educational departments. We are indebted to the work of 
this year’s Cabinet members:  
 
Cabinet Leadership:   Rabbi Lilly Kaufman, Director of Jewish Learning    
    Barbara Rubin-Greenberg, VP Jewish Life & Learning 
 

Clergy:    Rabbi Harold Kravitz 
  Rabbi Yonatan Sadoff 
  Cantor Scott Buckner 
 

Adult Learning:   Nina Samuels, Adult Learning Director 
   Lon Rosenfield, VP Adult Learning 
 

       Primary Education:  Janice Schachtman, Gan Shelanu Director 
   Jeannie Gilfix, VP Primary Education 

    Sheila Sigel, Immediate Past VP Primary Ed., VP Human Resources 
Krista Margolis, Lisa Kotlarz, Dina Cohen, Naomi Beth Rubin-Gabor, 

Gan Parents Association Chairs 
Risa Kessler, Staff 
 

Secondary Education:  Todd Werner, VP Secondary Education      
    Elisabeth Wells, Youth Director 
    Terri Gordon, Youth Commission Co-Chair 
    Randi Wolfish, College Outreach 
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Jewish Life and Learning - continued 
 
Constituent Committees:  Judy Cook, Strategic Planning Committee Co-Chair 

Marlee Kivens, Inclusion Committee Chair 
Nancy Harold, Keruv Committee Chair 
Chris Kellogg, Synaplex Committee Co-Chair 
Carrie Lifland Synaplex Committee Co-Chair 
Craig Spencer, VP Communications/Marketing 
Laura Lipshutz, VP Finance  

  
Officers:  Heidi Schneider, President 

Mike Greenstein, President Elect,  
Immediate Past VP of Jewish Life & Learning 

 
Recognition is given to Alan Gingold and Scott Grossfeld who were this year’s Hatan Torah and Hatan 
Bereshit, respectively. Each Simchat Torah, two congregants are honored for their service and 
dedication to Adath by being called to the Torah for the last aliyah in Devarim ( Hatan/ Kallah Torah) or 
the first aliyah in Bereshit ( Hatan/ Kallah Bereshit).   
 
Our list of Honorees:  

2002  Irv Nudell and Mike Greenstein 
2003    Dina and Max Elkin and Ellen Sue Parker 
2004    Don Masler and Todd Werner 
2005  Bruce Nemer and Joel Green 
2006  Lon Rosenfield and Leslie Gotlieb 
2007  Matt Gilfix and Roni Gingold 
2008  Carol Bromer and Sue Oreck 
2009  Alan Gingold and Scott Grossfeld  
 

 	
�	
	����
�)*
�����
��
Vice President  
 

Keruv Committee 
 

The Keruv Committee has continued to meet since its inception five years ago.  This year has seen 
greater cohesion, expansion of our goals, and rededication to the core issues that have provided us with 
structure and purpose from the beginning. 
 
We began the year reading and discussing Ron Wolfson’s book, The Spirituality of Welcoming. We 
heard from a member of the Strategic Planning committee about the site visits to two churches that are 
actively pursuing the goal of being a welcoming community.  We looked at a variety of ways in which 
Adath compares to their models and brainstormed many ideas. This work will continue into the next 
year. 
 
Initially the Keruv Committee was brought together to consider issues of gays and lesbians within the 
Conservative Movement and more specifically in our own congregation.  We continue to keep this issue 
in the forefront of our activities.  A major project was partnering with the April Synaplex Committee, 
whose theme was “101 Ways to Connect at Adath.”   We participated in the planning of the Synaplex  
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Keruv Committee - continued 
 
sessions and hosted the “101st Shabbat Dinner” on the “Night of 101 Dinners.”  Our guest speaker at the 
dinner, the Darshan on Shabbat morning and at the Learn After Lunch program, was Rabbi Steven 
Greenberg, an active Orthodox gay rabbi. 
 
Our committee will again participate in the annual Pride Festival as a partner with 
other Jewish communal and religious organizations.  We will have a welcoming 
presence in the march and the Ohel HaShalom—The Tent of Peace—at the festival 
in Loring Park. This year, we plan to give out stickers with our Keruv Logo.  
Visitors to the festival love to wear these kinds of stickers as they make the rounds 
of the booths! 
 
The members of this committee have given not only their time but their enthusiasm.  Meetings were 
lively and fun!  Todah Rabah to our wonderful committee members: Sandy Baron, Rebbecca Biderman, 
Jamie Gaviser, Lonny Goldsmith, Rabbi Lilly Kaufman, Abby Kirschner, Lois Kozberg,  Rabbi Harold 
Kravitz, Debra Krawetz, Don Masler, Neil Meyer, Rabbi Yonatan Sadoff, Miriam Segall, and Jeff 
Sherman. 
 
!	����+	
����
Chair 
 

Membership Committee 
 

The Membership Committee invites and welcomes new members and informs them of opportunities to 
grow in Jewish experiences at Adath.  This year, we welcomed 29 new households to the congregation.  
 
The Keruv Committee, which started four years ago as an ad-hoc committee to deal with issues 
regarding homosexuality and other issues that tend to marginalize people in our congregation, has 
worked with membership to solicit members, both new and existing, to join committees and become 
more actively involved in the congregation. Their mission is stated above. 
     
We are especially grateful to each of you who have taken the time to welcome a visitor to services, at an 
oneg, a Kiddush lunch or at an adult learning event.  Your spontaneous outreach makes a memorable 
impact on potential members and enhances our reputation as a warm and vibrant community. The 
committee looks forward to another year of active outreach to our Adath community. 
  
�	


���
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Vice President  
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Nominating Committee 

 
 

New Officers whose terms expire June 2012 (to be approved): 
 

President    Michael Greenstein 
Immediate Past President  Heidi Schneider 
Finance    Chris Kellogg (first term) 
Secondary Education   Lon Rosenfield (first term) 
Human Resources   Sheila Sigel (second term) 
Property    Todd Werner (first term) 
Communications   Lonny Goldsmith (first term) 
Adult Learning   Nancy Harold (first term) 

 
Officers whose terms expire June 2011: 
 

Secretary     Ellen Sue Parker (second term) 
Fundraising & Development  Rick L. Siedband (first term) 
Primary Education   Jeannie Gilfix (second term) 
Jewish Life & Learning  Barbara Rubin Greenberg (first term) 
Membership    Carrie Lifland (first term) 
 
 

To be approved: 
Board Members whose terms expire in 2013: (first term) Debra Goldenberg, Brian Herstig, Darren 
Lederfine, Ed Zeman, Jonathan Shaver; (second term) Keri Bahar, Stan Kagin, Amy Newman, Scott 
Teplinsky.  
 
Board Members whose terms expire in 2011: Drea Lear, Laura Lipshutz (one-year terms of resigning 
Board members); Craig Spencer, Michael Oreck (presidential appointments). 
 
Continuing Board Members: 
Board Members whose terms expire in 2011: (first term) Scott Grossfeld, Ardis Wexler, Karen 
Yashar; (second term) Michael Berde. 
 
Board Members whose terms expire in 2012: (first term) Gary Baron, Alison London, David Pink, 
Lauren Segelbaum; (second term) Lucy Rose Fischer, Ed Hoffman, Gary Kibort, Leslie Orenstein, 
Debbie Wolfe. 
 
Chairs: The following persons, by virtue of their status as chairpersons of  standing committees or 
constituent organizations are appointed to the Board: Sheri Steinman (President, Women’s League), 
Bruce Nemer & Cindy Dubansky (Co-chairs, Chevra Kavod Hamet), Paula Fox (Chair, Hesed 
Committee), Hindy Tankenoff & Terri Gordon (Co-Chairs, Youth Commission), Joseph Lifland (Chair, 
Cemetery Committee), Kim Gedan (Yad Sima Tova), Debra Krawetz (Keruv). 
 
Report submitted by the Nominating Committee: David Orbuch, Chair; Mike Greenstein, Heidi 
Schneider, Joe Lifland, Barbara Rubin Greenberg, Keri Bahar, Carol Bromer, David Pink, and Brian 
Herstig. 
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Primary Education Committee 
 
The Primary Education Committee oversees all of our congregation’s programming for children from 
birth to 4th grade and their families.  Our committee had five meetings this year that covered the topics 
of marketing and communication, new social programming for children ages kindergarten – 4th grade 
and their families, children’s High Holiday programming, and Shabbat programming for families.  This 
was a wonderful working committee with highly-committed members who were able to identify the key 
issues facing this group, as well as to think “outside the box” and come up with ideas for innovative and 
engaging programs. 
 

GAN - What a terrific year for Gan Shelanu Preschool! The Gan 
community experienced beautiful growth this year as the school 
welcomed a record number of children--babies, toddlers, preschoolers 
and pre-kindergarteners-- into its programs. The Gan community also 
extended far beyond the staff who worked at the school every morning 
and afternoon. A record number of parents and grandparents came to the 
school to read to various classes and interact with the students in many 
different ways; high schoolers (many of them former Gan students) 
walked down from Hopkins High School to volunteer in the mornings 
and afternoons; and former Gan graduates will be serving as counselors 
at Camp Mishpacha this summer. 

  
Over the years, the name and location of the school have changed; however, one thing has remained 
constant--the preschool's goal of providing children with their first sweet taste of Jewish education.  It is 
the Gan's intent to instill in its students a pride in their heritage and to teach them the importance of 
helping others and being part of a community that cares about each other--in the good times and the 
tough times. 
  
Gan Shelanu events were diverse and exciting as hundreds of people attended the Gan's annual Shabbat 
Dinner and Service, Mother's Day Brunch, Matzoh Brie Breakfast and Preschool Grandparent/Special 
Person Shabbat and Toddler Grandparent/Special Person Havdalah.  These lovely events were filled 
with lots of smiles and lots of singing.  The students also enjoyed singing for residents at Knollwood 
Place and the Sholom Home; a Kinderkonzert at Orchestra Hall and a fieldtrip to the Raptor Center 
where they "adopted" Nero, the turkey vulture (the ugliest bird you have ever seen!). 
  
Tikkun Olam continues to be an important part of the Gan curriculum.  "Kid-friendly" tzedakah projects 
highlighted our connection to Israel, the Minneapolis community, and the world around us.  Trees were 
planted in Israel; children’s pajamas were collected for the Pediatric Oncology Unit at the University of 
Minnesota Hospitals and the kids' pennies really added up when over $1,000 was sent to Haiti to 
purchase clean drinking water for the children there after the recent earthquake.  After a vote on the final 
day of school, the children decided they wanted their final tzedakah project to be a donation to Louisiana 
to help save the animals affected by the oil spill in the Gulf. 
  
Special projects and activities continued to enhance the Gan's programs.  Record numbers of families 
participated in the Gan's outreach programs--delivering hundreds of Rosh Hashanah apple and honey 
baskets and Purim Shalach Manot to the Adath's elderly and homebound congregants.  In addition, many 
families volunteered to light the Hanukkah candles during Hanukkah with residents of the Sholom 
Home and Roitenberg Assisted Living Facility.  
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Primary Education Committee - continued 
 
Gan Graduation proved to be a bittersweet evening as we said farewell to 42 delightful children--many 
of whom had been at the Gan since they were infants. (This is the school's largest graduating class in 
recent history.)  It was a touching ceremony as we bid our little ones goodbye and wished them well in 
Kindergarten. 

 
 
The Gan continues to have a dedicated and committed staff of teachers who go "above and beyond" 
every day--providing unique learning experiences for their students. 
   
CAMP MISHPACHA  - 2009 enjoyed record enrollment. The various camp themes were educational, 
diverse and most of all, lots of fun!  The summer days were filled with outdoor games, water play, 
nature activities, gardening projects and more!  Once again the campers created a special  scarecrow to 
enter in the Scarecrow Competition at the Minnesota State Fair.  The campers' and counselors' hard 
work on their 2009 entry (made out of tin cans brought from the campers' homes) was rewarded when 
they garnered a second place red ribbon.  (This summer we're shooting for the blue ribbon!) 
   
THE GAN PARENT ASSOCIATION  was chaired by Dina Cohen, Lisa Kotlarz, Beth Rubin-Gabor, 
Naomi Jordan and Krista Margolis.  The Parent Association continues to provide a wonderful vehicle for 
families to become involved in the Gan community--as well as the general Adath community.  This year 
the Gan Parent Association sponsored the first-ever Passover Matzoh Brie Bingo Breakfast. Over 350 
people of all ages attended the Passover Breakfast and ate their fill of fried matzoh and all the 
"trimmings".   Hugely successful, this event was lots of fun and provided a Passover "morning out"!      
  
NOAH’S ARK  - Noah's Ark had a very successful year and greatly appreciate the involvement of 
Rabbi Kaufman, Rabbi Sadoff, Rabbi Kravitz, Cantor Buckner, Rabbi’s Associate Jim Sherman, and 
song leaders Brian Lipschutz, Laurie Herstig, and Amanda Awend. Noah’s Ark participants are families 

with young children, age birth through five years old. This year's programs 
included Shabbat dinners followed by services, Havdalah programs, and 
additional holiday programming geared toward this age group.  While there are 
many "regulars" who attend our programs, there were always many new 
families attending the service and the dinners. 

 
Jodi Rubin has completed her two year term.  Ilyse Goldsmith will stay on for a third term and Krista 
Margolis has one year left on her term. We are in the process of finalizing a third chair for next year.   
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Primary Education Committee - continued 

 
B’YACHAD - This year, B’Yachad had 51 children enrolled in grades Kindergarten through Second 
Grade. There were two classes per grade. Susan Becker and Jennifer Molnar taught Kindergarten. 
Samantha Tankenoff and Sammi Phillips were the assistant teachers. Students made a Shabbat kit, had a 
Family Treasure program and visited Israel, along with many other activities. 
 
Our first grade teachers were Noah Sandler and DeeDee Long. Hannah Gilfix and Grace Ansel were the 
assistant teachers. The first graders also visited Israel, made tallit and began to learn the Hebrew 
alphabet, while exploring Jewish values and personal responsibility. 
 
Dan Geller and Noam Zadaka taught our second grade classes. Maddie Ansel and Gabe Herstig were the 
assistant teachers. Students delved into Hebrew alphabet and vocabulary, Jewish values and history. 
 
Laurie Herstig taught music class once a month and led services weekly. B’Yachad met often in the pits 
for group programs. We wrestled with issues in the weekly parshiot. Storyteller Bobby Zelle educated 
and entertained us while we snuggled in our pajamas. We had games and crafts for Chanukah and 
sederim for Tu B’Shvat and Pesach. We discussed the earthquake in Haiti and came up with ideas to 
assist children there. We voted on working with the Gan to help purchase clean water and collected 
tzedakah. 
 
We ended the year with a Graduation and Promotion ceremony, where students performed songs and 
skits and demonstrated their knowledge of t’filla. B’Yachad had a very successful year with excellent 
teachers and amazing students.  
 
OTHER CHILDREN’S AND FAMILY PROGRAMS  
Havaya K'tana - This is a twice a month program for kindergarten-4th graders to make Judaism come 
alive for them while their parents enjoy a lovely adult Shabbat experience with the congregation. We 
routinely attracted between 8-15 participants. We met in the area between the Sanctuary and Social Hall. 
Through music, games, storytelling, treasure hunts, and other creative means, we provided a hands-on 
learning approach to Jewish holidays, prayer, Jewish concepts, the Torah portion, Jewish values etc. We 
had about 18 of these programs this year. We concluded each session by enabling the kids to do the 
Mitzvah of greeting the congregation with a Shabbat Shalom and a handshake as the Torah was being 
paraded around the Sanctuary before it was returned to the Ark. 
  
Gimel Family Shabbat Service – We had 3 Gimel family services this year. These services are held in 
the Chapel and are participatory and lively. Parents joined us in a condensed yet meaningful service, 
usually led with panache and flair by Rabbi Sadoff, Laurie Herstig and others also participating in some 
of the services. Families sang, danced, listened, and were fully engaged in this celebration of Shabbat. 
  
Gimel Family Experience - This Second Day of Rosh Hashanah program was established four years 
ago. Each year new stations have been added to our interactive learning fair – this year having 15 
thematic stations where parents and children could learn and experience aspects of the high holidays 
together. While the content has grown and there are new options each year, it is time to revamp the 
second day program so that families remain motivated to come synagogue on the second day if they are 
not already so inclined. Plans are underway for an exciting program for the second day of Rosh 
Hashanah 2010. As we have done for several years, we will culminate the revamped program by doing 
the Tashlich service together at the lake next to the synagogue.  
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Primary Education Committee - continued 
 
Synaplex - we provided exciting programming related to the Synaplex theme for all children 5-9 in 
attendance on Synaplex Shabbatot. We had 12-20 kids participate each of these Shabbatot. 
  
L'dor V'dor (from Generation to Generation)  - This is our inter-generational program which mostly 
attracts grandparents and grandchildren together, but parents and other special grown-ups are always 
welcome. L'dor V'dor took place on Sukkot, Pesach, and Shavuot and ran from 10:00-11:30 AM, at 
which time families were invited to join the remainder of the holiday service taking place in the Chapel. 
Through art, food, and activities, families created lasting memories around the holidays. Since these 
holidays often fell during the week when public school children are in school, our attendance was 
generally around 10 children. On dates when school was not in session in years past, our attendance was 
higher. A grandparent volunteer figured out a way to send a recorded message to homes with children in 
our target age-bracket prior to the Shavuot program and it yielded additional attendees. 
�
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Vice President 
 

Property-Catering Committee 
Property  

 
The Property Committee assesses and manages the changing needs and costs of our building and 
property, both interior and exterior.  Our Facilities Director Bob Simon and his staff have done a great 
job of maintaining and operating the Synagogue facility in a very professional manner.   
Several projects both large and small have been completed this year:  
 

·  Replace the carpet in Spine and Social Hall.  
·  Air flow leaks in the Ark have been sealed.  
·  Adath 125 time capsule put in place and sealed.  
·  Removal of the house which we own on the front of the property.   
·  Installed new energy efficient equipment to the heating and cooling system and automation 

systems.   
·  Sound Room remodeling to allow easy access to equipment.   
·  Upgrades to the GAN infant rooms- new gates, countertops and sinks. 

 
We also have several projects in process for 2010-2011 to make sure we keep our building up: 
      

·  Parking lot repairs and maintenance. 
·  Roof repairs. 
·  Chapel stained glass protections. (Doors)  
·  New fire panel. (making it all digital)  
·  Additional upgrade to our heating and cooling system for energy saving.  
 

Finally, thanks to all of the great volunteers who have served on this committee. It has been my pleasure 
working with all of you. 
  
'
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Vice President 
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Property-Catering Committee – continued 
Food Services/Catering 

 
The Adath Food Services Department is managed by our Food Services Director, Beth Mayerich. She 
excels in the areas of event planning, food preparation (both in terms of taste and visual presentation), 
customer service, staff supervision, inventory, and expense control. Beth and her staff catered many 
successful events including the majority of the B’nai Mitzvah Kiddush lunches, Friday night Shabbat 
dinners, meetings for the Adath Women’s League, workshops for the West Metro Education Program, 
and various functions for the Minneapolis Federation, JCRC, and other community organizations.  
 
We are also fortunate to have Heather Tipper as our Kitchen Supervisor/Cook. Heather provides 
outstanding service to our congregants and other customers. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Beth and her staff for their hard work, their 
professionalism, talent and proficiency. Thanks also to the volunteers who have served on the Catering 
Committee. 
 
 �
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Executive Director 
 

Secondary Education Committee 
 

Our efforts this past year were dedicated to strengthening the quality and effectiveness of the SMP 
program while broadening its perspective. Our goal was to increase not only the skills but the interest of 
the staff and students in the material that was taught. We also strove to create a learning community of 
pre-teens, teens, and adults. Some of the new programs implemented this year that we plan to continue 
are: 
 

Yedidut – This class for 5th Grade students discussed the meaning of the prayers in the Shabbat 
Morning Service.  The goal is to get beyond rote learning of prayers to create a real bond 
between the students and the concepts in the service. 
Torah Discussions – Each week, after the Torah Service, the 7th Grade Students and some of 
their guests would gather to discuss the weekly Parsha and what it could mean to them. 
New 8th Grade Program – This year’s 8th Grade Students were mentored on their synagogue 
skills and on their leadership skills.  We look forward to adding these students to our SMP staff 
next year. 
New 9th Grade Program – Our 9th grade staff spent time each week learning about lessons from 
the weekly Parsha or discussing other ethical issues. 
Advanced Torah Reading – Several members of the SMP Torah Reading Tutoring Staff met 
for six weeks at the end of the year to strengthen their skills to become better tutors next year.   
Discussion Topics – Instead of the traditional SMP Torah Service, several weeks this past year 
were dedicated to discussing relevant topics in combined groups.  For the first time in SMP, pre-
teens, teens, and adults discussed important issues together. 
 

None of the fine learning at Adath each Shabbat during the school year could be accomplished without 
the dedication of our outstanding adult and teen staff.  Special thanks go to Rabbi Kaufman, Steve 
Mintz, and Risa Kessler who strove tirelessly this year to make SMP into the best program it can be.   
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Secondary Education Committee – continued 
 
Thank you also to the members of the Secondary Education Committee who spent many hours 
discussing the issues, supporting the staff and helping to rewrite the literature given to parents.  Finally, 
we bid farewell to Kim Gelperin who has done a wonderful job running the Kallah Program for the last 
several years. 
 
This year our first group of High School Seniors will graduate from the Rosh Hodesh program that they 
began in 7th grade.  This program gives teenage girls the chance to meet monthly with an advisor to 
discuss issues and work together on projects.  We look forward to implementing a similar program for 
teenage boys in the future. 
�
,����-�
��
�
Vice President 
 

Strategic Planning Committee 
 
The Strategic Planning Committee began its work in February, 2009, which set in motion a process that 
led to the Visioning Conference held in January 2010. All this work is the prelude to continued efforts 
on implementation of the vision and goals created through the year-long process. The committee 
activities were facilitated by Insyte Partners, a strategic planning consulting firm, utilizing the services 
of partners Liz Alperin Solms and Marie McCormack. The Strategic Planning Committee was part of 
the 125th Anniversary celebration. 
 
Activities of the Strategic Planning Committee included: 

·  Committee Meetings – the Strategic Planning Committee met approximately every six weeks, 
beginning with the development of a “mind map” which identified issues and opportunities and 
continued with in-depth discussions leading toward the development of the Bold Statements 
developed at the Visioning Conference. 

·  Learning Journeys – Committee members went on “deep dives” to learn about different 
organizations that could provide insight into opportunities and challenges based on that 
organization’s experiences.   Learning Journeys included visits to MacPhail Center for Music, St. 
Paul Chamber Orchestra, Living Word Church, Beth Jacob Congregation, and Westminister 
Church. 

·  Congregational Input Meeting (October 12, 2010) – It was important to gather information from 
the broader congregation and this meeting provided an opportunity for congregants of any age 
and any level of observance to engage in a conversation about what matters most for the future 
of Adath Jeshurun.   This information was used during the Visioning Conference discussions. 

·  Youth Congregational Input Meeting (December 6, 2009) – The future of Adath are our youth 
and xx young people gathered on a Sunday evening to provide valuable insights on their vision 
for Adath.   This information was also used during the Visioning Conference discussions. 

·  L’Dor v’ Dor Visioning Conference (January 9, 10, and 11) - For three days in January, the 
Adath Social Hall was filled with a committed group of 70 congregants, Adath staff members 
and community stakeholders, representing the diversity of our congregation.  This group 
dreamed, explored, discussed, and even argued at times while focused on “Visioning Adath’s 
Community for Our Next Generations.” Over the course of three days, the group developed a 
number of Bold Statements that articulate what our future should look like. (See next page.) 
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Strategic Planning Committee – continued 
Working groups are now in the process of determining short, mid- and long term goals for each Bold 
Statement.  We will be forming Action Teams to begin implementation of the vision.   
 
����������
Co-chair 
 

BOLD STATEMENTS 
Education: Education is the foundation of a committed Jewish life. Adath Jeshurun will provide a lifelong 
continuum of high-quality, Jewish learning opportunities to congregants of all ages, abilities and means through a 
combination of our own resources and that of our community partners. 
Shabbat – Adath inspires it members to experience the beauty and holiness of Shabbat. We respect tradition 
while being innovative, offering an array of Shabbat experiences, recognizing Shabbat is sacred and is observed in 
the synagogue and beyond. 
Mentoring: Adath Jeshurun members are on a journey of life dedicated to Torah, Avodah, and Gemilut Hasadim.  
Adath will embark on a mentoring program to help members continue along their path by providing mentors for 
those interested in developing or improving existing skills and knowledge. The mentoring will be a guiding light 
program available to all individuals, groups, and committees of the Adath Jeshurun family with emphasis on new 
members, families newly committed to rituals and learning, and creating intergenerational connections within our 
membership.   With the help and participation of Adath congregants, a mentor roster will be developed to 
perpetuate and support this program.  
Teen Involvement: Adath Jeshurun values our teens, defined as post B’nai Mitzvah members, and seeks to 
engage them in every aspect of congregational life.  We demonstrate this commitment now and into the future by: 

·  fostering a sense of belonging and spiritual fulfillment; 
·  providing leadership, creative programming, sufficient funding and welcoming teens on all standing 

committees 
·  connecting teens to our community removing barriers to full participation of teens in everyday Jewish 

life. 
Israel: The Adath Jeshurun Congregation has an unshakable commitment to Israel as evidenced by: facilitating 
each congregant's unique connection to Israel; providing and promoting opportunities for congregants to 
experience Israel; providing education about Israel to all age groups; advancing pluralism and tolerance within the 
Masorti movement and within our congregation; maintaining a strong connection with our sister congregation in 
Omer, Magen Avraham, and strongly supporting the existence of the state of Israel. 
Connectedness: Judaism is a religion based on community.  Adath Jeshurun will facilitate connectedness through 
a rich variety of opportunities that will personalize and break down the institutional scale of the congregation.  
These opportunities will reflect commitment to Torah (learning and tradition), Avodah (prayer and spirituality), 
and Gemillut Hasadim (acts of kindness) and encourage personal relationships across generations, based on 
common interests.  There will be a significant effort to weave small groups into the tapestry of the whole 
congregation, thereby making the small big again. 
Financial Commitment – Adath will take a leadership role in pursuing all avenues of resource development to 
reduce financial barriers to Adath member’s participation in our Twin Cities Jewish community.  
Technology - Adath is committed to developing a technological presence by implementing current and new 
technology to extend its presence beyond the physical building.  
Intentional Jews – We are a congregation that enables and fosters intentional Jewish living. We help our 
members become ever growing, active Conservative Jews creating a vibrant spiritual caring and ethical 
community. 
Welcoming Place: Adath is a welcoming congregation, fostering an environment of inclusion and participation 
while valuing diversity and individual differences.  Welcoming is a core Jewish value woven into the fabric of our 
culture; a responsibility shared by everyone; an ongoing process that supports all stages of life, both sharing in 
times of joy and caring for each other during times of need or crisis.  
Conservative Judaism: Adath models what it means to be a leading Conservative Jewish congregation, engaged 
with our national organizations as they reshape our movement. 
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Synaplex Committee 
 
Synaplex has completed its third year!  Although we reduced the number of Synaplex Shabbat weekends 
this year from six to four, the energy and congregational participation remained high. Eight weekend co-
chairs and two Adath committees - Etz Chayim and Keruv - were engaged in planning the weekends. 
Themes included the arts, humor, food and our planet earth, and connecting to our Adath community. 
 
The weekends were primarily lay driven and lay led, involving many, many dedicated volunteers. Each 
weekend’s programming integrated existing Adath programs and new programs, using community 
resources to strengthen a feeling of connection to the larger Adath community. Three Synaplex 
weekends also incorporated scholars-in-residence. The diversity of the scholars made each weekend 
distinct, and strengthened the congregation’s continued enthusiasm for Synaplex programming.   
 
As in previous years, this year’s programming explored many interests, including drumming, instant 
gospel choir, art exhibits, art discussions, clowning, charades, eco-food preparation, Adath-Speak bingo 
and more. This year we also expanded the Synaplex Shabbat morning coffeehouse, offering Starbucks 
and conversation weekly during services.  
  
We continued to promote Synaplex weekend activities through the Clarion, Chadashot and the 
Synagogue website. Although we eliminated the Synaplex postcard mailing, by increasing our presence 
on the weekly Chadashot we were able to reduce mailing costs without affecting Synaplex weekend 
participation.  
 
We are extremely grateful to every person who contributed to the success of Synaplex this year. The 
benefit of active participation by Adath members was evident to everyone who enjoyed the weekends, as 
was the sense of community experienced by volunteers. People gave generously of themselves. They did 
so across all ages, groups, and interests, coming together in the synagogue on Shabbat to strengthen our 
Adath community. 
 
If you are interested in being part of next year’s Synaplex programs, please contact synaplex@adath.net.  
Your suggestions and active participation are welcome! 
 
��

��(�������	����	


���
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Synaplex Co-Chairs 
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TAMID:  Theatre, Arts, Music, Israel and Dance 
 

During Adath's 125th anniversary celebration year on November 6th and 7th, TAMID teamed with 
Synaplex to present an exciting weekend with “The Prince of Kosher Gospel” – Mr. Joshua Nelson. He 
and his Kosher Gospel Singers sang at Friday night services with our Adath choir. He spoke at Shabbat 
morning services about the intriguing history of his music. He also formed an instant choir during 
Shabbat morning and rocked the house with a gospel style Adon Olam. He and his singers topped off the 
weekend with a concert Saturday night that had people dancing in the aisles. It was a weekend to 
remember. 

 
Thanks to the TAMID committee volunteers, and the Synaplex organization and volunteers who were 
instrumental in making this a very successful event. 

 
�	�#�
����##� �����
�
Artistic Director 
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                                       Women’s Leag ue 
 
 

 
 

THIS HAS BEEN A FABULOUS YEAR FOR WOMEN’S LEAGUE!! 
 
The Women’s League of the Adath Jeshurun Synagogue is dedicated to our Synagogue, to Judaism, to 
our community and to Israel! We are your friends, your relatives, your neighbors. We are women of all 
ages. During the year we have contributed generously to the Adath Gan Shelanu, the Youth Program, 
gifts for the B’nai Mitzvah, to the four Rabbinical Schools, to Israel and to the Adath Jeshurun 
Foundation.   
 
The year began with a Diva Day where many vendors came with beautiful gift items.  We co-sponsored 
a Retreat where very interesting speakers talked to us and we all enjoyed the various programs. Our 
Torah Fund Dinner with the Beth El and B’nai Emet was wonderful. In January we hosted a student 
from JTS to speak at our Women’s League Shabbat. We held a Book Club and many Casual Days where 
we played Maj and worked on crafts. Our Interfaith Luncheon was a great success with huge community 
attendance and where Don Stolz, from the Old Log Theater, entertained us. 
 
Our women had a ton of fun making Hammentachen and selling them at the Purim Carnival. In March 
we held a community educational program “Genetic Links and Facts about Breast and Ovarian Cancer”.  
The garage sale made lots of money and we made lots of contributions. We staff a beautiful Judaica gift 
shop with many items for yourself and others. We created a calendar that lists all the Jewish holidays, 
and important events. We flew to Dallas, Texas for an amazing Regional Conference. Our Tree of Life 
Luncheon, where we were entertained by the Gan children and a musical Klezmer band, was delightful. 
 
We hosted programs and events that offered everything and anything that women of ALL AGES 
enjoyed, learned from and had fun at. Next year on to Bigger, Better and Brighter!! 
                                     
���

��#�
��	��
Women’s League President 
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Yad Sima Tova:  Adath’s Caring Community 
 
With great pride Adath’s Outreach Caring Community (which in the memory of Susan Himmelman 
Shapiro, is named Yad Sima Tova after her Hebrew name) has taken on a collaborative approach to meet 
the needs of our community. Over the past year, our outreach program for members of the Adath 
community and their families have become stronger and expanded in scope. It is becoming quite 
apparent that the needs of our members will become greater due to a longer life span. Adath's Outreach 
Caring Community:Yad Sima Tova has taken a giant step into the future with long range vision by 
developing programs that will make a difference while reaching out to members of the Adath 
community and their families who need help, support and encouragement.  
  
Adath’s Outreach Caring Community: Yad Sima Tova has created the following programs that will serve 
the congregation well into the future: 
 

·  A Congregational Nurse Program that is unique and new to the life of our synagogue, and is 
featured in this report separately. 

 
·  A Bereavement Program that makes telephone contact with those members who 

have suffered a loss of a family member in order to extend a hand of comfort, sympathy, and 
help if desired. These calls are followed up at a later time to assure the mourners that they are not 
alone and forgotten.  
 

·  A Healing Service for Adath family members who are ill or recovering from an illness that can 
be conducted in their home, hospital or care facility.  
 

·  A Ritual Outreach Program that works directly with the program directors of Jones Harrison, 
Knollwood Place Apartments, Sholom Home West, and Roitenberg Residence to 
provide monthly Kabbalat Shabbat and Ma’ariv services as well as inspirational spiritual 
discussions. During Chanukah, our volunteers host a party for congregants and other residents at 
Knollwood Place, Sholom Home West, and Roitenberg Residence complete with latkes, 
sufganiot, dreidels, and candy gelt. Attendance is normally 100 plus people. 
 

·  A Meal Program that arranges meals when requested for members while ill or after returning 
home from the hospital or nursing home.  

 
·  A Transportation  Program that provides rides at no cost, by volunteers, for Adath members 

who are unable to drive to Shabbat services as well as other Adath programs and events.    
 

·  A Companion/Visitor Program that has volunteers making visits to homebound individuals, 
and offering support through telephone contacts to members of our community who have been ill 
or recovering from an illness.  
 

·  Daily Yarhzeit Calling Program that has volunteers calling approx 60 congregants weekly to 
remind them of the dates and times of a forthcoming yarhzeit. 
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Yad Sima Tova - continued 
 
Adath’s Outreach Caring Community: Yad Sima Tova’s mission is to use the strength of our community 
to support Adath members and their families in times of need.  Our volunteers have compassion and are 
committed to our work. It is their generous acts of kindness that brings a feeling of both community and 
Jewish identity to make a better world in which we live; in the spirit of Tikkun Olam. We would like to 
offer our warm thanks to the Susan Himmelman Shapiro Foundation for their continued support and 
funding as well as many other donations that enable us to provide such a vital link to our community, 
and a very special thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers who have made this program a success!  
 
(
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Co-Chairpersons, Yad Sima Tova                     Chairperson, Health Advisory Committee 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ADATH’S CONGREGATIONAL NURSE PROGRAM 

 
The Congregational Nurse Program grew out of Yad Sima Tova: Adath’s Outreach Caring Community 
as a natural extension of its mission and purpose. The Nurse brings the medical, spiritual and social 
dimensions of healing to our congregants. She visits Adath members and families in their homes and 
other settings to offer support and guidance when recovering from an illness or when facing long-term 
health issues. She does not provide hands-on care, but assesses needs and makes referrals to JFCS and 
other agencies that can provide the necessary services. The Nurse also makes referrals back to Yad Sima 
Tova for services that its volunteers can offer. Our congregational nurse, Debby Jewett, is a Registered 
Nurse who is certified as a Faith Community Nurse. Within Adath, Debby works closely with the clergy 
(as an extension of their pastoral work), the program liaison person, and the Health Advisory 
Committee.  
 
In addition, we have continually worked collaboratively with five other synagogue nurse programs and 
JFCS/NORC in order to meet the long term needs of our joint community. As the Adath Congregational 
Nurse, Debby Jewett relies on the clergy, families and friends as well as direct contacts from the 
members themselves for her referrals. Everyone in the Adath Jeshurun Congregation needs to be a part 
of her work as a caring and compassionate community, keeping her in mind as we see individuals that 
need her help. 
 
Funding for the Nurse Program is very important to ensure that it continues and grows in importance 
and strength. Through the recent sponsorship of the Congregational Nurse by Marc and Julie Kozberg 
with a generous donation, the future of this program has been ensured. Their participation in this 
valuable program is very much appreciated, and we thank them for it. 
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Youth Department 
 

As the young people of Adath embark on their unique Jewish Journeys, it is the role of the Youth 
Department to provide them with substantive Jewish experiences to help guide their way.  Our programs 
aspire to be creative, inspirational, transformational, and spiritual. At Adath USY we try to incorporate 
Shabbat and Jewish holidays, Israel, tikun olam, social action, and plenty of fun into our programming.   
 
One new program that the Youth Department has taken under its wing is Rosh Hodesh: It’s a Girl 
Thing!, a program of Moving Traditions, (www.roshhodesh.org). It is a contemporary monthly 
celebration of the ancient New Moon holiday for girls in grades 7-12 that builds self-esteem, leadership 
skills, and Jewish identity����
  
USY offers teens the opportunity for travel, leadership and friendship with Jewish youth through 
regional, national and international experiences such as weekend retreats – LTI (leadership training 
institute), Kinnus, International Convention, Winter Shabbaton, Kadima Kinnus, Spring Kallah, and 
CMT (Chapter Membership Training) --  and summer trips such as USY Israel Pilgrimage and USY on 
Wheels.  This summer we have five members participating in a USY Israel program!  
 
Our chapter is also active at the regional level: we will have Adath USYers helping to plan 
regional/international conventions (not including CMT), and we have many who will be participating in 
other areas on the Regional General Board.   

This past year USYers were also involved in other Jewish and wider community activities: 
 

·  Helped residents at Knollwood Place celebrate the holidays with a 
personal visit and gift basket.  

·  Led monthly Kabbalat Shabbat services at the Sholom Home West.  
·  Held a food drive and collected 94 pounds of food.   
·  Raised over $650 in tzedakah money for Tikkun Olam  

 
Adath USY is a recognized chapter of excellence throughout the USA, and received over six awards at 
the last regional convention, Spring Kallah. 
 
Fundraising activities for the Youth Department this past year included the USY play and the Purim 
carnival. The Adath musical this year was “Bye Bye Birdie.” The show had over 40 USYers and 
Kadimaniks and it was a wonderful production. The talents of Adath USY are infinite! 
   
The Youth Department relies on the support of the entire congregation. Whether it's by placing an ad in 
the annual playbook, attending the musical, or other contributions, that support allows us to keep 
providing our teens with meaningful programs. It was another amazing year and we look forward to all 
of our successes next year as well. 
 
��
�	��#��-�����
LEONARD &  CLARA SAVITT YOUTH DIRECTOR CHAIR  



 37 

 Adath Jeshurun Foundation 
 
The Adath Foundation is our Synagogue’s source of endowment funding and provides financial support 
to secure its well-being for this and future generations. The Foundation’s total assets have multiplied to 
more than $5.2 million. The Foundation has 84 endowed funds and three endowed chairs, the MAX 
NEWMAN FAMILY CHAIR IN RABBINICS, the LEONARD AND CLARA SAVITT YOUTH 
DIRECTOR CHAIR, and the BERMAN FAMILY CHAIR IN JEWISH LEARNING.  
 
Thanks to our donors, we are able to serve the educational and spiritual needs of 1,208 households and 
the general community. This past year, we were blessed with contributions totaling $185,700. We also 
welcomed more than five new endowment funds and received notice of several planned gifts including 
five life insurance policies that will someday benefit the Adath in the amount of $625,000. 
 
During 2009, the total return on the Foundation’s investment portfolio was approximately 20%. The 
Foundation’s assets are invested with approximately 80% of our funds in fixed income investments (or 
bonds). We are proud to report that the Adath Foundation provided more than $138,000 to the 
Congregation to address such needs as: 
 

·  Underwriting scholarships to Jewish summer camp and Israel experiences. 
·  Enabling young families to attend the Gan Shelanu Preschool by offering financial aid. 
·  Presenting a myriad of educational programming that fosters lifelong learning. 
·  Making capital improvements to our beautiful building. 

 
I wish to thank the Foundation board members for their service: Carolyn Abramson, Michael Berman, 
Carol Bromer, Rabbi Barry Cytron, Bradley Frank, Bernie Goldblatt, Melvin Goldfein, Michael 
Greenstein, Rabbi Harold Kravitz, Jules Levin, Laura Lipshutz, Herman Markowitz, Charles Newman, 
Norman Pink, Douglas Savitt, Heidi Schneider, David Segal, Rick Siedband, and Andy Weiner. Also, 
we are grateful to Jennifer Herman Spiller, our Foundation’s Development Director, for handling the 
business affairs of the Foundation and critical donor matters with dispatch and competence.  
  
We take great pleasure in acknowledging all individuals who have already made a commitment to our 
Synagogue’s future and invite you to join them as a member of our Legacy Society so we can continue 
to grow our Synagogue’s Foundation for the next 125 years and beyond. Your partnership is essential 
for a vital future. 

  
.�	��*
������
Foundation President  
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Adath Jeshurun Foundation Funds 
�
Adath Women's League Fund 
supports activities of the Adath Jeshurun Women's League 
 

Arleen and Leonard Gruenberg Library Fund 
supports the library’s children’s collection at Adath Jeshurun 
Congregation 
 

Art Brand Scholarship Fund 
provides scholarships to young people of the Adath Jeshurun 
Congregation for Jewish summer camp 
 

Avis Margulies Savitt Gan Shelanu Fund 
provides financial aid assistance for Adath families who have children 
attending the Gan Shelanu Preschool at Adath Jeshurun Congregation  
 

Bach/Segall Family Fund 
supports adult education programming at Adath Jeshurun 
Congregation 
 

Badower Family Fund 
supports general education needs of Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Ben and Reva Kibort Scholarship Fund 
provides need-based scholarships to young people of the Adath 
Jeshurun Congregation to learn about the Holocaust by visiting the 
concentration camps 
 

Ben and Ruth Liman Family Fund 
supports children's activities at Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Bender Scholarship Fund 
provides scholarships to young people of the Adath Jeshurun 
Congregation 
 

Berman Family Chair in Jewish Learning 
supports the Director of Jewish Learning position at Adath  
Jeshurun Congregation  
 

Bernard and Ida Gingold Fund 
supports general purposes of Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Bertram and Charlotte Cooper Adult Education Fund 
supports adult education in the Congregation 
 

Burton and Marty Abramson Fund 
impacts young people at Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Burton Kronick Fund 
supports adult education and adult education programs at Adath 
Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Capital Repair and Replacement Fund 
supports capital improvements and long term maintenance needs of 
the synagogue building 
 

Charles and Elizabeth Grossman Staff Education Fund 
enhances and promotes staff education at the Adath Jeshurun 
Congregation 
 

Corinne and Robert Neuman Gan Enrichment Fund 
supports enrichment for the children in Adath's Gan Shelanu  
Preschool 
 

Dr. Milton and Etta Fay Orkin Family Fund 
supports the ongoing maintenance of the history of Adath Jeshurun 
Congregation 
 

 

Education Programming Fund 
supports our education staff and all education programming – from 
babies and toddlers, through Gan Shelanu, Sunday School, SMP, 
youth, adults, to seniors. This fund is also for educational material and 
equipment  
 

Edythe and Burton Toles Fund 
supports general purposes of Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Ella and Alexander Chester Fund 
supports educational programming at Adath Jeshurun  
Congregation 
 

Esther and Bennet Goldberg Access Fund 
enables congregants of all ages with special needs to  
participate in religious, cultural, and educational activities in the 
synagogue 
 

Ferne and Edward Grosmann Social Action Fund 
supports social action activities at Adath Jeshurun  
Congregation 
 

Fink Life Members Fund  
supports a lifetime membership to Adath Jeshurun  
Congregation 
 

Foundation General Fund 
supports general operating needs of the Synagogue and the 
Foundation 
 

Fred and Margo Berdass Scholarship Fund 
provides scholarships to young people of the Adath Jeshurun 
Congregation 
 

Gan Shelanu Programming Endowment Fund 
supports programming at the Gan Shelanu Preschool 
 

Grace and Morris Besner Gan Shelanu Fund 
supports the Gan Shelanu Nursery School at the Adath Jeshurun 
Congregation 
 

Gross Family Library Fund 
supports expenses of the Gross Family Library 
 

Harold and Elaine Rubin Gan Shelanu  
Endowment Fund 
supports the Gan Shelanu Nursery School at the Adath Jeshurun 
Congregation 
 

Harold and Zelda Goldenberg Israel Experience Fund 
encourages and enables members of Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
and their families to study in Israel 
 

Henry and Harriet Davis Family Fund 
supports the Gan Shelanu Preschool at Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
primarily through the purchase of educational equipment and toys 
 

Harry and Marilyn Karasov Family Fund 
supports educational programming at Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Heddy and Max Levy Ritual Fund 
supports the purchase of siddurim, chumashim, as well as to repair the 
sefrei torah 
 

Hesed Endowment Fund 
supports the mission of Hesed 
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Ida and Irving Greenfield Education Fund 
supports educational programming at Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Jerry and Sharon Zweigbaum Family Art Fund 
supports the care and maintenance of the Adath Jeshurun 
Congregation art collection 
 

Jewish Studies for a Better World Fund 
supports a lecture series at Adath Jeshurun Congregation with a 
specific focus on making the world a better place 
 

Joe and Estelle Kane Family Fund 
supports general education programming at Adath Jeshurun  
Congregation 
 

Joseph L. Linoff and Hyman and Edith Edelman 
Scholarship Fund 
provides scholarships to young people at Adath Jeshurun  
Congregation 
 

Jules and Gay Rosenthal Fund for Lifelong Learning 
supports lifespan development at Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Kagin Family Fund 
supports outreach efforts at Adath Jeshurun Congregation including the 
work of the Volunteer Coordinator 
 

Karen Siegel-Jacobs Fund 
supports creative activities of Jewish teenagers, such as Keren-Or, a 
creative art and writing forum for teens 
 

Kellogg Family Fund 
sustains the Adath Jeshurun synagogue community by periodically 
providing funds to support the annual L’Chaim fund drive as well as 
other activities that build synagogue community  
 

Ken and Sally Appelbaum Keruv Fund 
provides seed money for new programming at the Adath Jeshurun 
Congregation and supports the needs of our diverse community with a 
specific focus on outreach to underserved populations 
 

Kurt and Lee Lindau Education Fund 
supports adult education programs at Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

L’Dor V’Dor Lumel Family Fund 
inspires youth by bringing Judaism alive through educational  
experiences and study in the post B’nai Mitzvah years in order to foster 
lifelong learning 
 

Landscape Beautification Fund 
supports the ongoing landscape beautification needs of the  
Synagogue’s grounds  
 

Leon, Naomi and Phyllis Kaplan Gan Scholarship Fund 
provides financial aid assistance for Adath families who have children 
attending the Gan Shelanu Preschool at Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Leonard and Clara Savitt Youth Director Chair 
supports the Youth Director's position at Adath Jeshurun  
Congregation 
 

Linda Weber Hesed Fund 
benefits children and families at risk 
 

Marion L. and John C. Gepner Family Fund for Youth 
supports youth programming at Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Martha Susan Cohen Fund 
supports programming at Adath Jeshurun Congregation with a focus on 
Jewish spiritual practice  
 

Max Newman Family Chair in Rabbinics 
supports the Senior Rabbi's position at Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Martin and Ginger Bell Jewish Enhancement Fund 
encourages Adath's young people to further develop and enhance their 
Jewish experience during the post B’nai Mitzvah years 
 

Martin Miller Family Fund 
supports youth programming at Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Mel and Beatsy Orenstein Teachers' Education Fund 
supports professional development of all teachers of the Adath 
Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Mel and Judith Goldfein Fund 
supports the greatest needs that exist within the Synagogue 
 

Millie and Norman Stillman Garden Fund  
supports the ongoing maintenance of the garden located in the main 
circle of Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Minnie Weisberg Memorial Fund 
supports educational programming at Adath Jeshurun  
Congregation  
 

N. Bud and Beverly Grossman Foundation Fund 
supports enhancements to the N. Bud Grossman Family Chapel 
 

Norman and Dee Silver Fund 
supports the greatest needs that exist within the Synagogue  
 

Norman and Dorothy Pink Family Leadership Fund 
supports leadership development at the Adath Jeshurun  
Congregation of lay leaders and staff of all ages 
 

Numero Steinfeldt Scholar-in-Residence 
enhances adult learning at the Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Orbuch Family Tikkun Olam Fund 
supports social justice programming, education, and advocacy for 
youth at Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Parish Family Fund 
supports the greatest needs that exist within the Synagogue 
 

Paula and Norman Fox Hesed Fund  
supports Adath Jeshurun Congregation’s Hesed Committee in its 
efforts in the areas of housing, hunger, and the well-being of children 
 

Phillips Family Foundation Fund 
supports the greatest needs that exist within Adath Jeshurun 
Congregation 
 

Phyllis and Dan Heilicher Fund 
supports the greatest needs that exist within the Synagogue 
 

Prentice and Marion Shapiro Family Music Fund 
supports musical programming and related materials at Adath Jeshurun 
Congregation 
 

“Red” and Irene Goldstein Simcha Fund  
ensures floral arrangements for Shabbat Services and High Holidays 
and will assist families lacking funds for flowers for various simachot 
(happy occasions) carrying on the tradition of the use of flowers as an 
expression of the beauty of life 
 

Ronna and Victor Goldsteen Fund 
supports inclusion and adult education for the Adath Jeshurun 
Congregation community and the greater Minneapolis Jewish 
community 
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Rose and Jay Phillips Fund 
supports adult education and adult education programs at Adath 
Jeshurun Congregation  
 

Rosella M. Lent Gan Shelanu Scholarship Fund 
assists young families by offering need-based scholarships to the Gan 
Shelanu 
 

Russell J. and Sylvia H. Schwartz Israel Youth 
Scholarship Fund 
provides need-based scholarships to young people of the Adath 
Jeshurun Congregation for Israel experiences 
 

Ruthie and Elliott Gensler Memorial Fund 
provides financial need-based scholarships to young people at the 
Adath Jeshurun Congregation for summer camp and Israel experiences 
 

Saba and Savta Fund  
supports scholarships for Israel trips, Jewish Day Schools and the Gan 
Shelanu 
 

Sally Leafman Appelbaum Life Members Fund  
supports a lifetime membership to Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Sandra and Irwin Mandel Fund 
supports Bikkur Holim at Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Saul Winton Camp Ramah Scholarship Fund 

 

Sheila and Steven Sigel Family Fund 
provides financial aid assistance to families of the Gan Shelanu 
Preschool at Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Sidney and Irene Levin Family Scholarship and  
Education Fund 
supports education programming and providing scholarship  
assistance to congregants to further their Jewish education 
 

Teri and Mike Greenstein Jewish Education Fund 
supports Adath’s Jewish education programming 
 

The Chai Fund 
supports the greatest needs that exist in the Synagogue 
 

The Scholarship Fund 
supports scholarships or assistance to congregants to further their 
Jewish education 
 

Anonymous  
enhances senior programming at the Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
 

Zvi and Miriam Liberman Memorial Fund  
provides need-based scholarships to young people of the Adath 
Jeshurun Congregation to experience Israel 
 

provides Camp Ramah scholarships to Adath young people 
 
 
We would like to acknowledge the following individuals who have ensured that Adath’s future will be 
bright by naming the Adath Jeshurun Foundation as a beneficiary in their estate plans: 
 
Anonymous (3)  
Mike & Sarah Badower  
Minnie Bergman 
Elaine Berkowitz  
Edward H. Borkon  
Michael & Carol Bromer 
Martha Susan Cohen 
Mark & Lucy Rose Fischer  
Mrs. Natalie Gerstein  
Alan & Roni Gingold  
Leslie and Bernie Goldblatt 
Harold & Cynthia Goldfine 
Alvin & Judy Goldstein  
Karyn Gruenberg Goldstein 
Barbara Rubin-Greenberg  
Ida Greenfield  
Susan & Thomas Kafka  
Randy & Raleigh Kaminsky  
Morton & Merle Kane  
Ruth King-Smith  
Ida & George Kleineman  

Rabbi Harold J. Kravitz & 
Cindy Reich 
Mayer & Faye Krupp  
Ray Lazar 
Steve & Sheri Lear  
Morton Lent  
Jules & Rose Levin  
Herman & Nancy Markowitz  
Bobby & Bruce Nemer  
Martin & Joyce Orbuch  
Milton & Etta Fay Orkin  
Larry & Barbara Parks  
Jules & Gay Rosenthal  
Janice & Jeffrey Schachtman & 
Family  
David & Renee Segal & Family  
William & Ruth Seltz 
Bert Bach & Miriam Segall  
Tillie Shapiro  
Rick Siedband & Carol Sarnat 
Gerald & Eileen Siegel  

Melissa Cohen Silberman &  
Sheldon Silberman  
Joseph & Lisa Thiegs  
Andrew & Marci Weiner & 
Family  
Barry Wolfish & Randi 
Wolfish  
 
 
We would like to also thank 
the following individuals 
who have made significant 
current unrestricted gifts to 
the Adath Jeshurun 
Foundation General Fund:  
  
Rodney & Judith 
Cooperman  
Irving & Charlotte Nudell 

 


